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SHOULD it bethouglit that the fbllwiflg 
Striftures have been written with too much 
afpcrity, let the licentious demeanour of the men^ 
wha are the objefts of their, cenfure, towards the 
Semifrts of the Public, be candidly confidered*. 
There have beentitr epithets tpo opprobrious, ne 
language too grofs and abufive, either for their 
declamations mPatiiameht,— for their harangues 
in their kwlefs Cbnfrmittces,~or for their feditious 
piublicfations againrft thofe in whom the powers c^ 
the State are vcfted. The epithets " corrupt^ 
*« treacherous, traitorofus, tyrannical, delpotic>*' 
and, as if this world, with alt its wfckednefs, did 
liot affbrd n quality fufficientfy foul, either fof 
their mouths or their pens, they have travelled 
i»Co the regions bdow for the word ** diabolical.*' 
Ml thefe, with a multitude of others of the fame 
iiidteficate and flanderous complexion, have beert 
unrefenredly applied to the public Minifters,. 
without even an exception to that perfon who is 
the Jirfi in virtue as well as dignity in the State y 
whilr, on the other hand, thofe exalted charafters, 
l;Aick have been thus unjuftly loaded with the 
groflSft abufe, have demeaned thcmfelves with 
'iB^disctncy nxidrefftSf towards thefe malicious de- 
fam^rsa to which neither their expreffions nor 

aftions 



aftions have given them the Icaft claim. F*of 
abundant proof of thcfe truths^ the Reader need 
only to look ipt6 the re^ml^cail pamphlets and 
daily papers, which have been impudently pub- 
lished under, the walls of the Courts of Juftica 
aifid the two Houfes of Fai^liament» 

' Befides, when we lee thele men not content- 
^ith having involved their country in mifchiefr 
too great to be defcribed, and >vhich thrc^en 
the freedom and independence of the empire with: 
ruin, ftill perfifting in their fchemes 5 when we 
fee them, in drift imitatbn of then: rebel bre- 
thren in America, and in direft violation of the 
^irit and eflablilhed laws of the moft excellent r 
of all political inftitutions, tearing u|J and openly 
patronizing lawlefs and feditious Comtrlittees, in - 
oppofition to the eftablifhed Councils of the 
State — Committees which have not only formed- 
themfelves into permanent public bodies, but have 
already aflumed the rights of convening their 
members at their own pleafure — of fitting on their 
own adjournments— of taking into their delibe- • 
rations the general affairs of the nation— enter-' 
ing into feditious refolves refpeAing thofe Affairsy 
and openly avowing a dclign to change and over- 
turn the eftablilhments of the Britilh State; I 
fay, when every man who is not blind fees all 
this, it would be ^falfe delicacy indeed^ not to treat 
them with that bonejl plainnefs wbick is confiftent. 
with truth. 

I * Th« 



ADVERTISEMENT. vU 

The rights and libertiei? of a great and a frc^ 
people, are jewels tpo valuable to be loft through 
^ Ihameful lethargy and timid filence, An4 
therefore, when thofe liberties are thu3 invade^ 
by inteftine as well as foreign enemies^ it is high 
time for thcvirtuouf and brave, who wjfh to preferve 
the bleffings of the Englifh government, to call 
men thus wickedly aSing^ and ikings thus deftruc^ 
five of their future fafcty and happinef§, by their 
proper naqnie^ — to *^ cry aloud and to fpare nptj'* 
that fo the indolent may be roufed from their 
lethargy, and, alarmed at the impending danger, 
may, unitedly, purfue the proper meafures to 
pull down the rifing Hypras before their powers 
^all be tpo great fpr refiftance. 

And what ha§ Cicero done more ? Nothing, 
JHie has oply called TreafonTreafon, and a Traitor 
a Traitor J ** A Cat a Cat, and Dick a Knave," 
- J'appellc UR Chat un Chat^ ct Ricard yn 
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LETTER!; 

** Nieqn* hojl tfehebrh obfcuritfc cofttiis neFaKos { n^c pri- 
*5 vata domus puiedbus continere vocem coi^utationis tuae 

•* pOttft." ClCEJlO la C AT t II NAM, 

Neither the iha4e8 of nigKt can conceal j^tir traiterous afi 
fimblitsi nor the walls of your hOufe hinder the voice of jfout 
trea/on from being heard. 

CibSRO^sOliATioK ag^ihfl; CATiLiN£« 

ALTHOl/G H, Sifi many ages have ^ided 
away fince I became divefted of the incum- 
brances of mortality, and paffed into the etherial 
region of fpirits, my attaehnient and affcdticJns 
toward mortals remain unimpaired* Having bee|i 
accuilomed to vindicate the innocent, to deteft 
hidden confpiracles againft the common weal^ 
and to arraign th^ guilty culprit at the awful bar 
of public jufticej during my abode anmog men, 

B I yet 
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I fct cojitinuc the fricijd to their ciyil. righjSr^ 
the guardian of their freedom and happinefs : and 
by a natural impulfg, I urn led to watch over 
their public afFairs^ to fathom the councils of the 
wicked ^nid ambitiou$j to utpfold the fecret de- 
figns of the traitor^ and to guard the people againft 
their meditated ruin. 

i have felt as much'diftrfcfs, 'a$ is permitted Im* 
mortals to feelj at the refleftion, that true civil 
libertXi. the grfiatpft and befl: gift of heaven to a 
people, is long fince baniflied by the divine de- 
cree from every part of the globe except Great 
Britain. That liberty which Rome once enjoyed, 
a|^4 Wfcicji I Qfice pi:pftrv^4 ^nd that wbkh was 
fi> long the boafl: of Sparta, is no more i And 
even that which has been fo loijg the glory of 
Bj'itons, which their anceftors have with fo much 
i^rifdom, and at the expence of fp much blood 
apd trqafurp, trg^nfmitte4 . dp,wn, feems^ from 
the fame degeneracy and folly of their pofterity, 
fluttering on the wing, ^p4 4boyt (q ta{c9 };$ ck- 
p^fturp fgt ever. 

I I do not pretend to penetrate into theiccrefc 
and ultimate decrees pf Heaven : Neither angek 
nor archangels are able to difcover them. What 
therefore may be writtm in die facred voluixies 
of uAerrifig wi£iom refpe^ing the djilblution of 
Britifli iveedom> is \)akaQwh> aad mM/l reiti^io 

• . - unknown 
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tinkfaown tintil the awful period fliall happen* 
Vti this tte both know, thit virtue is the only fure 
defence of the civil rights and happinefs of men. 
Without a due regard to its precepts, the life of 
mortals is ^ fcene of horrors, and their end the 
beginning of lading mifery. Kingdoms the mofi 
^fuijfant Jball lofc their firengtby and the mofi per- 
febl ftfuaures of civil liberty be levelled in th 



. Tou, Sir, are a nricfxiber of the only civil foctet/ 
rennaining on earth, which enjoys r^al libefty. 
By the fuffrages of your fellow-citizens you have 
lately been once more exalted to the fuprcme 
Councils of your country. By their confidence, 
you are again become one of tKe guardians of 
their freedom and fafety. Hqw arduous the tafk! 
Jfow important the duties ! and how inexprcffibly 
wicked muft the heart of that man be who fhall 
betray them, who fliall facrifice them at the 
altar of his own private gratifications and am* 
bition ! 

I have often had occafion to look down with 
admiration on your fuperior abilities as an ora- 
tor. — All agree that your invention is lively and 
profound — ^youi' language pure and elegant— and 
your elocution fcarcely to be equalled in antient 
or modern time. Such is the art with which your 
nlatter ^nd argument are con^ede^ and fuch 

82 the 



( 4 ) 

t4ie rapid fluency and plaufibility^itH whi^ tliqii 
are dcliv;erea, that they flow from your tongue in 
all the beautiful ornaments of truth'-'Captivating 
the weak and unguar4ed^ and fla(hing a momen- 
tary conyiftion on. the moft intelligent^ ^oflefled 
of fuch talents, vhat pity is it, that your conduft 
is not direfted by virtue, and a love for your 
<^ountry ! Were this the cafe, there are no public 
benefits which fuch talents might not produce. 
Like me, you might ftep forth and deteft the 
picked cpnfgiracies which are at this, moment 
forming againft the freedom and fafety of your 
country. You might drag the fecret enemies of 
the public weal from their noifurnal meetit^Sj 
to the bar of public juftice. So fliould your coun- 
try^ already torn to pieces by faftious cabals, be 
reftored to peace j and yourfelf be Ipaded with 
all the honours and rewards which a juft So- 
vereign, and a great and grateful nation, cm 
bcftow. 

But, on the contrary, how dangerous to the 
rights of your fellow-citizens — to. the order and 
fafety of civil fo^iety, are fuch abilities, when in 
the pofTeflion of a mortal deflitute of every public 
virtue \ who, like the deaf adder, hears not thp 
voice of Wifdom \ That ^/ thou art the man,'* is 
upiverfally confeffed \>Y every good and well in^ 
formed perfon in the kingdom. To public mif- 
fthicfs, tpo great ^o be defcribed, thofe abilities 
7 * have 



( i ) 

have already fccrctly aiid cycri opeiily liepri ippH*^ 
cd.. Driven to defpieration by frequent difap^ 
pointmcnts, what can ftop dicir prc^refs ? What 
can gratify their lawiefa aad boundlefs purfuits? 
InfatijEible in their nature^ like the great-womb of 
time, they can never be fati^fied* And yet youft 
aim is^ to be e(tabli|hedthcgvardiaoof the public 
fafety. Like the wily FOX in the fable, you would 
affume the care and protcftion of thofe whom your 
infidlous htzik wilhcs to devour. Can it be fup- 
pofed in the nature of things, that a man whofe 
*,. riot arid extravagance know no bounds, and whofe 
«eans, however immenfei muft be infufficient to 
gratify them, can be adkuated by that wifdom and 
virtue which arc necelTary to manage the arduous 
affairs, and to infure the happinefs, of a free and 
a great nation ? Is there a nobleman in the king- 
dom who would make a man of fuch a charader 
his fteward? Is there a fliopkeeper in London 
'j^ho would truft him behind his counter ? There 
IS not ! Is it then poflible that there can be any 
Briton of a fane mind, who can wifli, that a wife 
Sovereign, earneftly defiring to maintain the 
dignity apd freedom of his kingdom and people 
limong nations, will ever commit them to fuch a 
man ? Can he, confidently with his own maxims- 
maxims which hp has adopted to preferve the 
public liberty ^nd fafcty, entruft them to fuch a 
fleward ; fubj^fting himfelf and his people to 
all the mifchicfs; which muft ncceffarily arife 
from his fecret intrigues and feditipus artifices ? 
■ "'^ ■ ' - ■■ " ■ You, 
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T09^ Sir, Whoife ihreif andbrillianM: abilities render 
ycfu vilimmrp, maycxpefl: itj but your es^pedta- 
doh Will pironre as vaiit av that of the foolifh ruftic, 
iirho, wifl^ing to crdrsf an ^nfordable ftream, ex« 
peded it wou^d Solon bet exh^fted by ic§,owfi cur<^ 
irent* But . ' ^ . 

Jjahitut it lahitur in mm vokiiUs avunii 

CICERO. 
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LETTER^ IL 

.«' FpitJ f»lt ilta qvondap iii;kac republic^ wtuf> ut 
" §brxc$ yiri acrioribus fappUciU ciyem permciofum ^u^ai 
•* ac€rbiflimum hoflem cocrccrent.'* ' . * * 

CicEao in Catilxn'am* 

There once was ; I fay there once was,, in this, our pQm- 
lAonwealth, fuch patriot viftue, that men were animated with . 
i bxenCT fiefentment againft a pefiibnt citixM, tian agaiaft th« 

Ci9€^9'a OaATjyirs 9|;ai^jSt CAi^jiti|rf4 ' 

UP Q N 3^ vj^i«r of ywr P^ C9n4uft in jpublic 
life, \ w]^ ii»!w*Uy lp4 mto the genef il m- 
fle^wws qoJSft^incd ip fBy firft liddccft* Hence- 

w4 pwnfcpd ;» y^r ^enie^jwtf in Aq bi^.criift 

He w.I}o drprine^ smother of hLs property /under 
4 £^$l lokf Hi hd3 bacia juftly ranked in the cla& 
of viUdii^fr^atti fey jhe Ui^r^ of your cauntry dc- 
ferves death. But how much mor^ crunimd i^ 
that manj who^ poiTefTed of fuperior art and 
ak(^|ijti0$j wUfuJly priQi|i(iite3 ihdn to the p^r- 
pofes of fi^liKiog hisfisUaw^-fubje^b ii^to nriftaken 
aad fa]& fiotiojis refpefting th? public intereft 
and fafety-Rof peiTirerting natbnal truths<--and of 
leading the great Councils of the State into; mea'-i 
, fures, which muft produce national dif^race and 
... ruin! 
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Hiin ! dnd chat too, only to fubferve the ends tt 
his own private difljpation and lawlefs ambition i 
Mankind^ in ,no language, have yet invented a 
phrafe emphatical enough to dcfcribe the enor- 
mity of his offence i nor have the la*rs of afty 
country provided ^ punifhme/it adequate to hii 
guilt* 

knowing thi^, you have a hundred times eA^ 
deavoured to . deceive and miflead the national 
councils in refpeft to the. American rebellion^- 
And fo lately as in your Ipeech of the 6th of Oc- 
tober, in the H— e of C — ns, on the addrefs to 
his Majefty, the utmoft eflfbrts of your oratory were 
difplayed for that very purpbfe. In fliat ^eech, 
after taking notice of Mr, P — — y*s admiffion> 
that *' America had juftice on her fide, and in- 
•* curred no culpability till the coriciUatorypr^ofi-' 
*' tions were rejcftcd to thake rt)om fat a claim x)f 
•' independence," you boldly affirmed, in con- 

tradiftion to what Mr. P y had. laid, ^ That 

^' America afjerted that claim before the eoHceffitms 
" of Gnat Britakn-^bifore the conciliatory frcpqfi'^' 
« sia$s ^iPe krougbliftlo ParHament.*' 

And upon this ground^ without a blulh in your 
countenance, and without the leaft fenfeofduty 
to your country^ yo^u proceeded, in a long de- 
clamation, to vbdicatc the principle of the Ame- 
;4can rebellion. 

Now^ 



1 htvt before me the ^ votes of the Hbufe 
of Comrtiohs, and the proceedings c^ Congt-efs* 
by wliich it appearsi that the foundation up* 
on which you ercftcd your pbmpoitB? hararigue,. 
is at palpaile untruib. The firH " ccraciliatorf 
" prd^ofitibdis'^ were brought inter Parliannent^ 
and agreed ohi the aotbof Feb* i^TS- /By thefe 
prQp(>fitiQns it was declared^ that if the'Cdodies^/ 
wodid 5 ^ gra«t their reafoMble propor-ticm of aids. 
^^: for the <:wfimon dt^fence, and to provide for 
^* their refpe<*tive eftablifhrnents^ ParU^meni laould ^ 

•* fyrbior iff levy any^tftyy taXj or ajfefmenf, ^x^ept 
" only the duties ^tecejfary for the reguktion df cam^ 
•^ merce : and that even the nett proceeds of thefe 
^^ fhHesfoould be carried to the account of the colony 
^ cd^lyi'ng with this concttiatory propqfition.** This 
feondefcenfion in the GoVfernnrient of Great Bri- 
tain completely mer the clainns of the rebellious 
eoloftiftsj ' who had hitherto refted their com- 
plaints againfl: the authority of Parliament, in the 
right of levying on the Colonies internal taicesf 
ag^feirtg 4ft the fulleft term^ to the right of levy* 
ing duties neceflary t6 the '* regulation of tom^ 
** riierce." On the 20th of May 1775, ^^^^^ 
prdpofitions, having beeri officially communicated 
by Governor Franklin to the Aflembly of New 
Jerfey/ were by that public body laid before the 
American Congrefs, At this time, and long af- 
ter, the claim of independence was pofitively and 
unanimoufly, though infidioufly> difavowed by 

C the 
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the Gongrcfs thcrnfclves; and that in a variety 
of their public proceedings, viz.— In their re^ 
folye of the fanae day ♦^— in their truly treache- 
rous lejter to the inhabitants of Canada fy and 
even in their petition to their lawful Sovereign J, 
to whofe Government they had often fworn 
allegiance, - Nor did their " claim of in- 
*' dependence" make its appearance until the' 
4th of July 1776, thirteen months after thefe 
^' conciliatory propofitions'* had been under their 
confideration, and more than ten months after 
they had rejefted them as " unreafonable and 
" infidious/* 

To fo zealous an advocate for congreffional 
meafures, for withdrawing our troops from Ame- 
rica, and feparating the two countries for ever 
from each other, in refpeft to their political in- 
terefts, thefe fads could not poffil)ly be unknown. 
How loft then to all fenfe of public virtue, and 
regard for the true intereft of your country, 
muft you be, who CQuld attempt to nliflead 
the national council, in a matter fo momen- 
tous to the honour and fafety of the commu- 
nity of which you are a member by birth, and 
to whofe fovereignty you have often fworn allegi- 
ance I 

♦ See the Proceedings of Congrefs of that day. 

f See the Proceedings of Congrefs, May 29, 1775. 

X Sec the Proceedings of CoBgrefs, July 8, 1775. 

This, 
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This is a plain queftion : it will be rea- 
dily undcrftood by yourfelf and your fellow-citi- 
zens. And, therefore, I know that among your 
deluded friends you will endeavour to evade it. 
You will fay, that you meant the propofitions 
/ent by the laft commiflion. But this fubterfuge 
cannot avail you. The proppfitions alluded to 

by Mr. P y, wer^ thofe I haye mentioned^ 

.They were thofe to which you made a reply; or 
otherwife your reply was IhamcfuUy infidious ancj 
nugatory, It was a^ infult on the good fenfe of 
every Gentleman to whop> it was addreffcd. And 
thefe propofitions, although your Sovereign, 
in order to prevent the elFufion of blood and 
the horrors of a civil war, had leflened the dignity 
pf Government, by condefcending to offer terms 
tQ the rebellious, were not eypn confidered by 
theixi, as ^, ground of reconciliation and relief from 
their imaginary grievances. They were unjujil^ 
and infidioujly reprefented to the world, and rc- 
. je<3:e4 ^ijth a degree of infoknce and contempt y 
-whiph thje juft rcfentment of Britons never y^t 
fufFered fo rem^ii) unpunilhed in the moft pow- 
erful ^nemy. 

Thus, it is evident from incontrovertible 
proof, ,that " conciliatory propofitions, as Mr* 

" P y obferved," were reje£led^ to make room 

for a claim of ** independence^*^ which was the great 
C Q, objecjt 



objeft of the feditious part of the Colomfts, from 
Ithc beginning of their contcft with Great Bfitftin* 
j^d therefore, keeping this great point conftant* 
ly in their view, inftead of afting as good fubjcfts 
ought, and .would have a6ted, they have not, to 
this moment, pointed out the mode of redrcfs^ 
aor even hinted at the relief which would fatisfy 
them. They have not only avoided, but pre- 
cluded every poffible ground of reconciliation^ 
They -have, in every inftance, abufed and reje6feed 
the terms of accommodation held out to them—' 
And, rn their " declaration of rights,'* made fb 
early as i;Ke 14th of Oftober 1774, their claims 
rcfted in an exemption from the authority of ParHa- 
fnent^ in all cafes whatever *y thus beginning 
with, and uniformly and pertinacioufly ^rfever-r 
ing in, a claim of independence upon the Parent 
State; Xo which they were indebted iot their free- 
dom and cxiftence. 

This truth has been repeatedly laid before the 
Public, and Ihall be foon made more (ully msni* 
feft to the world, by documents and fads which 
pannot deceive. In the mean time, proceed, 
if you think proper, in your hitherto too fucceff-* 

♦ Sec this famous Declaration in the Proceecjings of Coa- 
grefs, which, though made in 1774, was fecreted,' and not 
publilhed until late in tjie year 1775, and never tranfmitted 
to. their Sovereign : and alfo Striftures upon it in a pamphlet 
entitled, «* A Candid Examination of the Mutual Claims, &c." 
publifhed by Wilkie in St. Paul's Church-yard. 

8 ful 
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ful career of oppofition to the meafures of your 
Sovereign — in encouraging the rebellion in Ame^ 
fica^ and the lawlefs and feditious aflbciations 
and combinations in Britaihs— and in fupporting 
And ftrehgthening the hands of the common ene- 
iiiies of your country-^ut renjember-— a frien4 
to that eountry will henceforth Watch your 
machinations againft it 5 and in future^ no a(]fer« 
tion, tending to its injury, |hall drop from your 
fafcinating tongue,^ which Ihall not b^ diiTe^^dy 
its fophiftry and fallacy deteAed^ and all your 
lecret intrigues Ihall be expofed to the fuU view 
of your fellow-citizens, that th^y may guardagainft 
vour fedudtion, and fave themfelves frqni tha|t 
.ruiuj which, like another Catiline^ you have Jong 
jiveditgtpd agaioft youf country, 

CICERO, 
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LETTER III. 



*' NuHd eft enim nath quam pertimelblttius ;. nullus rex qw 
** belliun ppfttio Romano infmre poilit. Pmffiifwn helium ma- 
•' ;ict ; htus infidia funt ; intMs inclufiim fericulum eft ; intus 
•' eft HosTis !'* Cicero in Catilinam. 

For there is m nation which we have reafon to fear ; no king 
v/iiO can make war againft the Roman people. But a ddme- 
Jtic nvar fttll remains ; the tnafin^ the danger ^ the bn'e.my is 
wiTHlv I • Cicero's Orations againft CaItiliwe. 



IN my laft I told you, that I ihouW affiduoufly 
watch over ybur fecret intrigues againft the 
comnipn-we^. I did not make t^at declaration 
with defign to intimidate you into a belief of my 
power, but rather to convince you of it; that 
your prudence, if fuch a virtue can poflibly be 
blended with your vices, might direft you to dc- 
fift from your bold oppofition to the meafures 
which are neceflary to the public fafety. It is not 
your ruin, but your reformation, I wifh to tfFcftt 
Rulh not then too impetyoufly into an error, 
which in the end may prove fo fatal to ydurfclf* 
You will refleft, that, of old, the confpiracies of 
your predeceflbr could not, with all hi^ art, b? 
pQncealed from my penetrating eye, 

CaMn9 



Qatiiine tht Firji, like you^ was plaufij^le> rapid^ 
and eloquent in his harangues,-^ Of illuAjrious 
birth, he lived without oae fpark ofpublic virtue. 
Born to the poffeflion of wealth, he^ecame re- 
duced to poverty and want by his vices and ex- 
travagance. Prodigal of his own, he coyctedL 
the wealth of his fellow-citizens. He nbedjif ated 
the pr6fcription of tlie opulent, that he might 
place their riches in his own coflfers j but not con- 
tent with this, he even coveted the wesdth of the 
Public. Determined to gratify his boundlefs am- 
bition, as well as* his infatiable avarice and rage 
for diffipation, he refolved to feize into his own 
hands the authority of the State. For thefe hor- 
rid purpofes he held his fccret cabals, his noilumal 
Committees and Jjfociations, Poffefled of all the 
arts and intrigues of a FOX, he was hidden and 
fccret in his defigns. . Yet fuch were my yigilahce 
and aftivity, that though at that time my intel- 
leftual powers were loaded with the defefts o£ 
mortality, by unremitting refearches I penetratecj 
into the inmoft fecfcts of his confpiracy, dragged 
them from their dark re<:e'fles into light; com- 
pelled him and his colleagues to fly their country, 
and at length punifhed them in a manner their 
atrocious crimes dcferved. Judge then what are 
the powers of my fpirit, when unconfined by time, 
.and limited to no fpace. What fecret combina- 
tiofts can there be, to the difcovery of which it is 
not competent ? .Judge, and tremble! for know, 

that 
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that in a little while all thofe intrigues with the 
Common enemy of your country, rfiat fecret cor* 
fcfpondence, and that encouragement and fup- 
' port which have been given to rebellion by the 
leaders of a faftion in Britain, will be laid ojpen 
to the view of the people whofe intereft and fjfcfetf 
diey were intended to betray* 

To convince you of thefe truths, know, Cati-. 
line, that I am not unacquainted even with youi? 
fecret meetings in Warwick- Court, Holborn *^ 

Neithei* 

* From theyear 1774 to 1777, Mr. Livingfton lodged at No. 4* 
Warwick^Court^ Holborn.— There are few places better adapt* 
^ for fecrecy and treafon than this court and this houfe. Here 
Catiline^ bis nthle uncle^ hi$ colleague of St* Omer^s, fwitb others 
of ths faSion, frequently met. Laurensy Li'vingjion, and Df*> 
Franklin in thi nighty fometimes dreffcd in difgnife\ and 
when it was either not convenient or not fefe to meet, they 
borrefponded wilh Mr* tivingftoil in tyth^Kh And herd the 
|laos of their future meafures were finally, fettled. This 
done, Mr. Laurens and Dr. Franklin failed for America^ and 
fometime after Mr. Li'vingjion for Frattce^ in o^der to carry 
die fchemes thus concerted into execution* On Laitrtnt^^ ar- 
nyal at^Charles-Town^ hd obtained a delegation .to Congi-efs; 
and from that moment jie became the moil inveterate and 
adlive rebel. As a proof of this truth, I fhall mention one 
anecdote.' There had been a long fubfifling friendfhip be- 
tween Mr. Laurens and Mr. Fifher of Philadelphia.— Thfe 
former, when in that city, had often, bfcfbrb the rebellion, 
made the houfe of the latter his home.— iie lodged there for 
(cFwai'inonths, and had received every prc^of of fricndfliip and 
: rj cordial 
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ther the lioufe nor room in which your no£ttirnal 
cabals were heldj and yqur feditious plans were 
conceitedj nor the perfons you mctj arc unknown* 
In this place, which was in every refpeft calcu^. 
lated for black confpiracy, your Galiic Unch^ and 
your CoUeage df Si, Omer^ with other* of your 
faftion, frequently nnct the . lat« PreJUini cf the. 
Rebel Congrefsy now in the Tower — Dr. Franklin^ 
the prefeht Rebel Aml^UTador at the Conlrt of 
France'-*and Mh. Livit^fton^ now a zealous Rebel 
in America* Here the pkns of your feditioh were 
concerted, »fA .finally iittlcd i and here you i£^ 
ibmed your I'efpcflive charaders in yottr imended 
tragedy 4 This ddne. Dr. Franklin and Laurciia 

cordial hofpitadity.— When th« Congrefs fctum^d to Pki!a« 
dclphia, after its evacuation by the Britifti troops, Mr. Filher 
waitedotthis old friend— determined to avoid any coriveffa-^' 
don on politics :-^B]tt Mr. Lanrcny dii^ggt^ \Sttii into^it ; aftd 
at kngth &id» ^itfia fheer, thntke fuppofed he, Mr. FifHer^ 
«' would now give up his King.'* Mr. Fifher being a firm 
Loyalift, and rather a warm man, more hailily than pru- 
dently replied : *^ No, he had not, nor ever Would, and yet 
" hoped that his King would ftill be King of America." 
Thefe words Mr. Laurens foon reported tx^ Mr. JofepJi Reed« 
the Prefident of the Executive CounciU a. man the^. fecond 
only in murders and treafon to Livingfton, the rebel Gover- 
nor of New Jerfey. Mr. Fjfiier, a Gentleman of the faireflf 
chara^er, was apprehended for High Treafen— Compelled to 
^ve io,qoqK baii» and efcaped not. without mock iacer^y 
from fuiFering death. This anecdote is given as an inftance 
of Mr. Laurens's enmity to his Sovereign, and of his ingrati- 
tnde and infidelity to his friend, and to prove that he was the 
jnoH proper inftrument the fki^on could have found to pro- 
mote their (edition. . 

D failed 
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failed for America, and Livingfton foi' FraHcti 
in order to carry into execution your intrigucsf- 
with rebels and the common enemy of youi*' 
country, while you remained in Britain to op- 
pofc, enfeeble, and, if poffible, to obftruft every 
fneafure which ihould be propofed for the fafety 
and happinefs of your country. 

Nor am I Icfs acquainted with the fccret in- 
trigues of the Admiral lately high in command^ 
and as high in the confidence of his Sov^feign and 
country j but whoi \ by his , notorious jndplence^ 
in his naval operations, is become the contempt 
of a well-informed peoples an Admiral, who has/ 
with great fidelity and ignoble fervility, drawn 
with his Brother in the yoke fixed on their' 
necks by your faftions a faftion as treacjieroul 
to them as to your country. For you have alr<sady; 
deferted them, and left them to that fate, which- 
is, in drift juftice, more properly due to the' 
atrocioufnefs of thofe crimes, of which you* 
have feduced them to become the accomplices^ 
I know the Howe by whom your AdmiraPs in- 
trigues with that arch-rebel Dr. Franklin, were 
fought and efFefted. I know perfcftly well the 
whole fecret of the invitation to a g^mc of. 
Chefs *y given to the Doftor, through a third 

perfon, 

• In the year 1775, the Admiral being a flranger to IJoc-- 
iqr Franklin, adopted the following ftratagem to cSeOi an 

inter- 
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pcrfoii, by a; Lady who was an utter ftranger to 
the Doftor, and his confequent introdudion , to 
her noble Brother the Admiral j even the minutes 
of the intrigues which were concerted under the 
difguife of the game of Chefs have been lai4 
before me. But I fhall forbear, at prefent, td 
mention the particulars. My compaflSon, from 

interview. His fifter is a great player at Chcfe. Tlie Doc- 
tor alfp plays the game welL A gentleman acquwntcd with 
him was fent with a challenge to the Roftor, informing him 
that a lady of diftinaion, naming the fifter, had heard of 
his fame, and wiihed to try his (kill at; a game of Ghefs. 
The Doftor was too well bred to refiife a lady's challenge.— 
A meeting took place, and the game was played. I am not 
yiformed which of the parties left the field triumphant; how- 
ever, this game begat another interview, at which, with the 
Doftor's confent, the Admiral was introduced to his after- 
wrds •' dear" friend. Many fubfequent meetings fucceeded. 
And from this time the General's qualms rcfpeaing the com- 
mand in the American war vanifhed ; and in violation of his 
folemn promife to his Nottingham Eleftors, he indireftly 
fblicits and accepts it, and his Noble,Brother the Admiral 
joins him in it. The fadion, who before were «' ayerfc" 
to the American war, now wait on him and compliment 
him on the occafion ; and the plans of their /uiurs op- 
fofition to tbe^mea/ures tf' their Sovereign were finally fet- 
tled. \5^hether the operations of the General and Ad- 
spiral have not \>een conduced with much more conformity 
to the wiflies and defigris of Dodor Franklin, and his 
friends in Parliament, than to their duty to their foverciga 
and country, is to be leen in the pamphlet intitled ** Letters 
•* to a Nobleman, &c." i' A 5leply to Lieut. Gen. Sir William 
" Howe's Obferrations," anij " A Letter to Lord Vifcount 
f^ H-we.'* 

pa t^9 



the nature of my cxiftcncc, will ^ver prevail on 
mc to prefer mercy to juftice. And I am led to ' 
this by fomit late' marks of peoitence ihewn by 
this deluded and unfortunate nobleman^ unfor* 
^naU only tbroitgbyQur t^eacbtrgus fcduSion. 

: The letter infidioafly written by a noble Earl 
deep in your treafon, to a gentleman of the firft 
weight and influence i^ Maryland^ in order to 
induce him to take part in your fedition, but 
whofe loyalty was too firm for fcduftion ; and that 
inhuman letter written by your colleague of St, 
Omers, advifing the imprifonment of every fub- 
jeft who was faithful to his fovereign, with 
many other things ofthe fame treafonablc nature, 
are not unknown to me. 

Nor am I a ftranger to the artifices of your 
faftion, in concealing, in the beginning of the 
American difcontcnt, their feditious letters to the 
zealots for rebellion. You know (for if you 
had a fpark of public virtue left, I would even 
appeal to yQu);| ^hjat they were fecreted in thp 
buttons of a coat made for (hat purpofe in Loh-<> 
don, and worn by the perfon employed to carry 
them ; the brother to that wretch whofe heart i$ 
g ^omfle ^ replete with confj^grations, murders, 

and 

* This man is the moll iniidioiis and aadacioas rebel tltat exr 
}A$r ti? i9^^ l^ot hc&tSLie, ia his dail^ converfation, to 

lK)aft 
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and trcafan ; — a wretch, who afterwards was in^ 
truftcd with, but betrayed the caufe which he 

boaA: of his principles. In 17789 when he accepted of a tnift, 
engaged to ufe his endeavours to accominodate the difpate 
between the two coantries, and went to America for that pur- 
pofc; on his arrival at Boilon, he ircadierouily informed the 
rebels whatever they wiihed to know refpeding the ftate of 
Great Britain, and advifed them not to negotiate, bat to infill; 
On their independence, and aiTured them that Great Britain 
wrould icon be obliged to grant it. . Qe is very intimiite with 
nuaay of the factious noblefle. 

Pfom Boflon he paiTed through the Colonifs to PhiladeU 
phia, giving the fame perfidious advice to the people of each 
province. He carried letters from the rebel Governor Trumbull 
to the rebel Commander in Chief, and from him to the rebel 
Congrefs, warmly recommending him as a friend to their caufe; 
said was treated by thofe men, who would have put him to 
death had he been faithful to his Sovereign, with every mark 
of kindnefs and hofptality. See the letters from TrambuU to 
Waihington, and from him to theCongrefs, lately pubUfliedioi 
the Morning Poft.^ For fome time before the late mob in St» 
George's Fields, he was the conftant attendant, and one of 
the advifers, of the unhappy Nobleman in the Tower for high 
treaibn ; and after the petition was prefented, he was conilantly 
with his Lordihip twice a day, and had left him only a. fbort 
time before he was arreibd. He had an intimate colleague, 
who, while he attended his Locdflup, was to perform the exe- 
cutive part of the buflnefs. This wretch was a conftant 
declaimer at the feditious, though profanely called patriotic* 
dubs. He led the mob to the deihrudtion of Lord Mansfield's 
honie, and in feveral other places, and continued with them 
until he heard the firing of muiquetry at the Bank; when he 
liiflan^ly lied with his wife at two o'clock at night* and paiTed 
pyer to Holland, where he has remained ever fince. 

had 
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had fworn on the Holy Evangelifts to fupport ;— • 
who WES'' the aftive and conftant advifer of the 
unhappy Nobleman now in the Tower for high 
treafon^ and principally concerned in raifing 
a mob to murder the guardians of the public 
welfare, and to lay the capital city of the na- 
tion in afhes. Can it be poflible? It is too in- 
credible to relate ! And yet, thi3 wretched, this 
murderous traitor, yrith :an audacious effrontery 
equalled by none but your own, at liberty and 
unmokfted, walks the ftreets of that very city 
which he would have laid in afhes. 

By thefe intrigues, you and your aflbciates 
became the joint confpirators againft the com- 
mon weal and, * fafety of your country, and 
firmly united with the feditious part of America 
in one co^mmon rebellion. I fay, Catiline, that 
at the very times, and in the very places, and 
through the intrigues of the very pieripns I have 
mentioned, all of them, and many more, at this 
moment the aiders and abettors of your fedition, 
the plan of American rebellion^ and of your and their 
treafonahle oppofition to the meafures of your Save-* 
reign^ became finally adjufled^ ' 

One of your treafonable letters was written, 
immediately after you had fettled your plans, by a 
Commoner, who had been a Governor of one of 
the, provinces in America, and then held the high 

office 
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fefiice of a Brltilh Senator, but vrho has b<en 
lately degraded by. his fcllow-citizcos from that 
important truft; This man, from the year 1769^ , 
held a conftant corrcipondehcc with jone of the 
moft inveterate rebels in Bofton; With a* con** 
ftanqr, efqtialled by nothmg but the blacknefs of 
his treafon, he has not , ceafed, by a great num- 
ber of Letters, the originals of which are.navr in 
Britain, to blow the coals -of fedition, and. to 
feed the flame of rebellion. The letter I in^ 
tend at prefent to communicate, contains, the 
grekt outlines of, audi in truth, tbe very 
fyftem which the leaders in rehellion^ in conform^ 
iiy to its direlHmSi. hatue ever fince literally pur-^ 
fued. But why fliould I communicate this let- 
ter to. you? you, who, knewi and finally fet- 
tled, its contents, before it. was tranfmitted to 
your rebellious. colleagues in America! It is* to 
convince yam^ and your fellow-confpirators, that 
your, and . their . treafoh is difcovcred 5 and that 
there are n=)cai» by which it will be foon yet fur- 
ther unfolded to every fcnfiblc and difinterefted 
man in tlxe.nation^ .whoib morals are untainted by 
your delufive arts and feditious principles. 

The letter written and publifhed in America, 
to prevail on t;fte deluded colonifls to adopt the 
plan of ypur fa^ion in Brit:ain> is in thefe words: 

" I perfuade myfelf your Countrymen are not 

" fo contaminated with the effeminacy of thi$ 

7 5^ nation. 
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*^ nation, not id fee that this is the impmant 
^* crifiSf when they ought to make zfolemn, ful^ 
^^ lens ^tedj and iwvincible ftdnd againft the cmei^ 
*^ tyrannsusj and ruinous Jjffiem cf policy adopted 
<* and exercifing by this legiflature, againft the 
** rights and frcedlom of America j and let mc 
*^ add, that if the depuiiis of tbtjiveral Provinces, 
^ when convened in Congrefs, do not, one and 
^* ally iirmly refolvc to eftablilh, through every 
*' county and townlhip in their refpeftire pro- 
*^ vinces, a folemn league and covenant, and 
^* under an oali or afirmation, not to furvbafe 
^* or to ufe the mamtfaltnres of this comtry 
*• (fave what are collected already withia the 
•* province), and if pofBble not to export amy 
*^ provijions to the ff^eft India Ifiands^ and a« 
^^ the fame time da not rtlipoufiy refolve. ta 
^ meet again in Congrefs once in e^xeryfix months , 
** for the purpofe df forming a fokable plao 
^< for &curing American rights ^vid^ fi'edoai,.Mr 
^' cbiJdreMnnll be'tfTemediiably deprircd of that 
^* inheritancd of liberty ivvhidi our forefafthem 
*^ carefuEyaaid/iMr^tcaofmitted^taixs^*' 

In what, Catiline, did the " cruelty, tyran- 
ny, and ' rain of tbis^ fyflwm of policy^ confift ? 
Was this unjuft calumny, » calumny invented 
to fupport youF deep-laid plan of feditioit; caft 
on the mildeft and moftjuft meafures of your 
country, founded on any thing elfe than the 

fictions 



( 25 ) 

fiftioM of your- affociatcs and abettors? Was 
it either *' cruel, tyrannous, or ruinous,*' to 
oblige the Americans to pay a fmall proportion 
only of what in all equity they ought to pay 
towards the fupport of their own civil eftablifh^ 
roents and the national defence.? — Was this 
myufl:? was it npt iieceflary to their own 
fafcty? Are not the Americans fubjcfts of the 
Britiih State? Has not the State in all things 
jtr^ated and afiied towards them as fuchi and 
|iave they not by a thoufand documents uniform- 
ly acknowledged themfelves fuch fubjefts, from 
the dawn of their fettlement to the monient of 
their declared independence ? 

^ Tell me further, thoy faithful and bold af- 
ferter of the caufe pf rebellion, did they not, 
at a . time when they confeflTed in their humble 
fupplication to their Sovereign, that they could 
not proteft themfelves, implore the aid and 
prote<5lion of that Parliament againft whof^ au- 
thority they have now rebelled ? And were not 
that aid and protcftion immediately fent, and 
thefe ungrateful men, at an immenfe .e^i^pencc 
of the blood and treafure of Britpns, faved 
from the • conqueft and tyranny of that very 
Monarch, with whom they are now pcrfidioufly 
combined againft the Parent State, which with 
indulgent care reared them in their infancy, and 

E; which 
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:^hich had fo lately. favcd them from utter dc- 
ftruftion ? 

In this great ftruggle for their liberty and 
fafety, what part did they aft? Did they not, 
when folicited by the Britifh Minifter, and when 
retributions were offered to allure them to the 
moft important of all civil duties, refufe thofe 
aids which were neceffary to their own defence ? 
And were not the taxes of Britons, and the numr 
bers of her armies increafed, to make up the de- 
ficiency. 

Afterwards, when a fuccceding Minifter of- 
fered to drop the Bill for raifing a ftamp duty 
in America, provided the colonifts would grant, 
in their own affemblies, their reafonable aids 
towards the fupport of their own civil eftablifli- 
ment and the national defence; did they not 
again refufe to contribute their juft proportion, 
or indeed one farthing towards them, leaving 
their fellow-fubjefts in Britain to labour under 
.an unjuft burthen, which they themfelves in 
equity and good confcience ought to have fuf- 
tained ? Was this afting confiftently with the 
duty of citizens and fubjefts? Or could the 
State, with any principle of juftice and equity, 
longer permit Britonf to lavifh their blood and 
Si wealth. 
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wealth, and to be *^ the' hewers of wood and 
** drawers of water'* for the Americans. , 

Not to opprefs— ^not to injure, much lefs to 
reduce them to flavery, as you and your fac- 
tion have a thoufand times impudently and 
falfely afferted; but to induce them to do 
equity to Britons, the Tea a£t, the pretended 
c^ufe.of that rebellion yoU haye fo often vindi^ 
cikted, was pkffedi and .this aft you and your col- 
league3 in fedition on both fides of the Atlantic 
have CQSicurred in ftyling *^ a cruel, tyrannous, 
*^ and ruinous fyftcm of policy." 

If this adt was ^* cruel,*^ wherein does the 
cruelty confift?- Was it cruel to hnpofe 3 d* 
per pound, on teas\ imported from Great Bri-- 
tain :mcx)i America:, and, at the feme time, to 
tcKcve the Colonifts from the payment of i s; 
per pound in Britain ? If it was "' tyrannous,? 
it was that kind of tyranny which your ancef*- 
tofs had exercifed over the Colonics from the 
firft dawn of their fcttlcment, without object- 
tion or xomplaint.-i— And it was. that tyranny 
which. you yourfclves thought juft- and equii^ 
table, after twelve months confideratioB, when 
you voted for the ftamp aft. If it was ^' ruin- 
*' ous," it was only To in your opinions, be- 
caufe it tended to lay a foundation of relief for 
your fellow-fubjefts in Britain, from the unjuft 
E 2 burthens 
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Ixunhcns they have long borne to protect' the 
Americans. Thefe are all truchsi too notorious 
even for a Catiline to deny. 

And yet it is upon this very ground, for no 
Dthcr have you taken, that you juftify the Amc* 
ricans, in denying the fupreme authority of the 
fociety of which they acknowledge thennfelve^ 
to be members, and in refufing to be repre- 
fented in that authorityi although that reprc-^ 
fcntation would at once remedy all their pre- 
tended apprehenfiortS, ancl give them the fame 
freedoms which Briton) enjoy, .It was upon this 
ground you advifed the Americans '* to eftablifti 
in every county and townlhip, a folemh league 
dnd covenant en oaih,*"^ :hat to '^pu^chafe or ufe 
the manufactures of Britain," thereby to rcduc? 
to a ftate of hankrup(ty ther. manufaChictrs of 
your own country ; and it was upon this ground 
the Americans were advifed '^ not to export anj 
provifions to the Weft Indies^'* thcrday to ftarvc 
thofe innocent iQanders^ altogether unconneAed 
in the difpute. It was upon this ground yoii 
advifed the Americans ^^ religioufly ^Oticfohrt 
to nlieet in Cpngrefs^ for forming a fuitabie 
plan"-r-fpr refitting the iieccflary and opnflitu^, 
tional rights of your own country. It was A^n 
this ground you declared to them, that they 
ought to make a ^* fullcn, foiemn, united^ an4 
invincible ftand," againft that States of which 

you 
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you weiic ^^cmbert, aaad which had txppiKk^ 
jupwarcls of fifty millions., in their proffclion. 
And it is upon this ground only th^^ yo^ 
arc> wh^ the aioft audacious effrontery;, .yia- 
dicatin^ the; principle, - and ^uniformly oppor 
fing the fuppreffion of a rebellion, the moft 
^roundlefs/and unjuftifiatle.tbat ever has bee^i 
produceci in the annals of mankind. 

Is it pbffible,^ that Britons cannot — win not- 
Tee through the ftimfy veil of your artifices? 
Can it be poffible^ that, with their good fehft, 
'rileir manly virtue, their defire to be jufl — juft 
to themfeives, and therefore jtri{ to all the world 
>~thcy cannot perceive the fiiUacy, the wiclced- 
nefs, and fatal tendency of yOur more than facrir 
legious defigns ? 

By your aid and encouragement, the fpark of 
fcdition,' which miift fooh have expired through 
its ovn weakfieft, has betfnkjndled into i flame, 
'that has endangered the freedom and lafety of 
the Britifh empire y for, encouraged by thdeuh- 
*comnion fervioes fo faithfully performed, and af- 
fured of your future laffiftance, they have twice at- 
tempted to iikite a tebellioa in tfi^lteart of Great 
-Britain*, ftodoncein {rtfondf^ In full confF- ^ 

*.'See the feditious Letters from Congrefs to the people of . 
Great Britaiii, in their jtrinted Proce^diags, dated Q£l.9ber 
21, 1774, and Julys, 1775. 

f See the feditious Letter frofil Con grefs to the people of 
Ireland, in their printed Proceedings, dated July ^8, 1775* 

dencc 
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dcncc of your;prot66Hori, they have appbintecl 
ipies within the bofom of your country, with or- 
ders to give ^ the earliift information of all fiich 
** conduft and defigns of Miniftry or Parliament, 
" as might concern 'America to know, and zs 
" they might judge to be of importance in this 
*^ great contcfl: *." And fuppprted by yoxn- 
daily intrigues, and your feditious oppofition to 
the exertions of your Sovereign, they have allied 
themfclycs with the perfidious and common ene- 
my of your country ! And -that enemy, encou- 
raged by your unprincipled oppoQtion, and by 
the difunion and weaknefs in the exertions of the 
State, occafioned only by fuch oppofition, have 
declared war againft.your Soverdgn. 

- For thefe fcrvices you have received the '' grate- 
/' ful acknowledgments" of the rebel, Congrefs, 
who, to fecure your future aid,^ have ftiled you 
the " truly noble^ bonourabky arid patriotic Aovor 
" CAT^s, who have fb gencroiifly and powerful^ 
" ^poufid and defended the caufe of Am^rica^ botji 
<« in ziAout of Parliament f.'* And again, the 
fame Congrefs, ** deeply fenfiblc of the powerful 
«' aid their caufe nvuft receive fipom: fuch powet- 
** ful advocates,*' have paid to your Faftion, 

. • Sec the printed Proceedings in Congrefs, July 8^ 1775: 
f Sec the Vote of Coagrefs in their printed Proceedings, 
Oaober;24, 1774. 

" their 
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^f their tribute of gratitude and thanks for the 
*f virtuous refcntment*" which you had fhewn 
tp the meafures of the Qritifli legiflature« 3uch 
are the . infV|)^rtant fcryiccs .which you have per- 
formed for rebels and the enemies of your coun- 
try ; and fuch the bonourahle applaufe you have 
received: is: i>e ward for them. But know, that 
however honourable you and your faftion may 
cfteem thefc teftimonies of your merit, thofe 
fervices are fo many wounds to your country, 
at which its blood and trcafure arc flowing out 
apace. 

Proceed, then, in your nefarious refolve to 
ruin your country, in hope of " riding in the 
'* whirlwind and direfting the ftorm." But re- 
member, that you have impudently threatened 
the beft friends of the Public with impeach- 
ments and the block. Remember too, there 
is a Tower, where that man who was loyal 
when you firft met him, but who, before you 
parted, became a determined rebel, is at this 
moment in fafe cuftody. Litcle did he think, 
when he embarked for Holland, that his deftina- 
tion, written in the book of fate, was the Tower 
of London. As little, I fear, do you now fuf- 
pcft, what may be foon your own fate. But be 

* See the Letter to the Lord Mayor and Livery of London, 
in the printed Proceedings of Congrefs^ July 8, 1775* 

aflurcd. 



alTured^ that jtiftice, though often flow, is al-- 
ways certain I and that, by iu eteifhal decrees, 
the confpirator againft the public Weal, fooner 
or later, (hall receive the reward of ^iiis fuperla-^ 
live wickednefs* 

CICERa 
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•• • "** 

'^ Non ell iila mea culpa, Quirites^ fed temporum— • 
^' Interemptum ei!e Lucium Catilinam^ et gxaviiSmo -fup* 
"** plicio aiFeftuin, jampridem oportebat— -idque a me (st mos 
:^' majofum, et hujus Unpcrii A^^itas, et refpuSlka, pofii- 
*• Iftbatic.'' Cic£iioiiiC4.TiLiMAfi. 

No, Romans, it is the fault' of the times-^ Catiline, in 
jmfticfy Ought long ago to have fiiffi^red the lafi funifimtnt Z'^ 
the cuftom of our anceflorsy. .the .difcipline of the .empiit> 
and the intereil of the. republic, .re^aire it. 

• £icER9's bnATioNs agftinil Catilike. 

THINK not, Catiline,' that the proofs I have 
already laid before your fellow-citizens are 
all that I am and iSiall be pofiefled of— My re- 
fearche^ iarc penetrating yet further into. your 

Jecret correfpopdence with rebels, and your i«- 
trigues with the cojnmon enemy i and juft informa* 
tion of your fchcmes is daily pouring in upon 
rpc. Betides, the aftions of men fpeak louder 
and plainer than words; and when they are 
fully' inveftigated, they infallibly point to the 
moft fecret fchemes of the heart — Thus your 
aftions, and thofe of your confederates, ipeak 
louder and plainer than all your patriotic decU^ 

/niations, and fair profeffions of love for your 
country.— -In them the lion appears through th§ 

.afs*& fldn, the FOX through the unfpottcd garb, 
qf the innocent lamfe i and therefore an invefti- 
* ^^^^*' F gation 
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gat^on of your condu<5i:^ and my authentic inv 
formation compared together^ fhall be the fource^ 
from whence J will draw tjfie pvi^ence of youi? 

'V^hpn I furvey your conduft from the cqmt- 
mcncement of the > American feditioa, I have full 
proof that Catiline loves rebellion mor« than he 
does his Sovereign ; and- therefore he vindicates 
the formerj^ and daripgly and incefTantly oppoles 
the latter.— Catiline loves the common enenriy 
more than , he does his country ; and therefore he 
encourages that enemy, and with a fteady uni- 
formjty of conduft endeavours to fruftrate the 
means by which alone the honour and fafety- of 
Jiis country can be maintained againft th^t enemy. 
— Catiline loves public . conmfion more thap 
union and public order; and therefore he n^ver 
fails to exert all his powers, both fecretly and 
openly, to diftraft the public Councils, and to 
^bftruft their execution; and eyen that;:oo, at a 
time when nothing can fave his country ' but 
unanimity in coupcil^ and vigour in execution^ 

Your deep-laid fcheme of wjthdr^wipg tl^p 
troops frqni Americ^, ijfi order to give inde- 
pendence ^o rebels; and to weaken the empir^, 
by difmembering it of by far th^ greater part c^f 
\is dominions ;^ — your wicked attempts to wrei^ 
jrom your Sovereign his conftitutional right c^f 
5 appointing 



ftppointiog Ins own iervants, and to ccMbpel hini 
to place you and your confederates in then' offices^ 
that you and: they' may command the pude^^ and 
riot in the weaIt2h*-of your £dilow<*citizeiis j«*^an4 
the horrid defign of yonsrfaiftibili to bury in one 
general conflagration the capital of the.Bntiih 
empire, have all been happily fruftrated by the 
firttihrfs of yoitf SovereigOj and the vigiiirt^ ind 
wifiiom of his^ Mimfters; One would havse ima^ 
gined that^ knowing thiiy you would have feeh 
the folly, if not the atrocioufnefs, of your plots, 
ahdi difmayed at^the prbfpeQ:, havc'fotdcalcd 
from further cbnfjiiracies igairtft the welfare of 
your country. But, GatiliUfe, youl- 'dtflljiation 
knows no bouhdsi J^our thirft for powcP no ehd^ 
your confciencc no fenfibility; and you are* de- 
termined, like your prcdeceflor of ^Romfei not to 
ftbp in your career of folly and wickedncfsj until 
the cup of yoto iniquity fliall be fiilli^ aiiciaie 
h'and of heaven (hall inteirJ)ofe to fave your coun- 
try from the ruin yoti Aieditate kgainft it* 

At the jhnometit of my addrefs to you,- ypu are 
eontriiring the'nicaris of tej^iving the fmkirig fpi-- 
iritof rfcbellion, and of fuppotflhg the inveterate 
iineray of your country ! The, information I have 
deceived, and youf owft condudt, will prove it, 
4nd condemn ypu ih the* judgment of your impar- 
tial fellow- citizens^ This infdrmation I ffaall 

Fa commu^ 
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i»u«}iiDi:^ikate to them' thraugfa you^ ki this and 
pay fiib&qxient lettftr j^ not. under the Le8A:bopc of 
SRorl^aigioist'ybur refbm»timii: but to gnaid them* 
agaifiii^ your iotrtguedi^ :8o4 tfac: dai^rs and dif^ 
treflca that may flow f com tbem^ tuil^s.happiy 
preyeitedj ' '. .. ....:.. . 

i Tfce feiHowing m:^ gtmuiBe cxtiftA of -a Icjttar 
from ^fii^iuleivmosoC^undottbized VQ^ atNew 
.Yotk;».: d^ted the »tfa ^uguftiT^tei . 

^ ^fiilifb^U/Copcl^e. this .ac/cojint; of the. Jcrfey 
^5expedi;>on with the foUowmg ^uthendc mc^^ 

*^49!^^•T^^Jr**te^.^^^'^ ^^!^. Sir Henry CIuvp 
^ tqn^^^nd joiped the army in Jcrfey. itfervant 

ff o£.lv% ^^:^4'^?:5^r5Pf ^^ ^g8!^8^>^ ^^ 
^*; taken prifonqr by: thw£ rebels, and^ rfle Color 
f^n^'skttcrsfelj into their Jiand&^ The letters 
S^:l^?«fi ?¥«PBtf4ii^^ amQi>g ifhem w^ foujod a 
J;:%4©ip«ckfl.'^©yththis indorfefjifinti. .Ti&i> h^U 
*' ^^ ^/^?tt^, ^it in f*^.af::C«4****i;//«/i&./ Fronv 
** which the rebels concluded it muft be his fFilf^ 
51 ai^d did nqt bx^ak th? feaU A few days after^ 
" C6L *f* r?ceiYe4..a letter from a. fetel o£Bcerj^ 
f ' enclofiftg tte'p^ket,, and infoi;mip^-hina,. '. that 
f^fri)m a regard to his perfoiul gaiiaotry> but 
*! cfiiEFjuy from^Jbe circf^mfiani.e of his heingtb^ 

«^.Neghew tp theIr.iii.u5TRiousADVocA.TB and 
.1 ' "Patron 
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^rPATidw the Dufcc of ****»^«^,. Ki (the refcel 
!^' officer) did himfelf thr honour of tranfinitdng 
*' to him (the Coloiicl):thcrencIofed packct> Tup* 
f'^pofing itrto he his WilL 

, ^^ Thfe carrying private letters from a plat* of 
♦^ fafctjr into a camp, in an enemy's country^ 
f^ dot one tnilto diftant> and the capture of tte 
^^ feryam: whbrhad thefc letters m hispoAffion^ 
'^ are queer tircumftaiUses : And I)tfaiiik this aneC^ 
^^ dote ihould be niade public^ that the g9od 
^^/riendj and the illuftricus advceate ^and p0$r<m of 
** the rebels, may not be deprived of the honour- 
•* able te&inaony of their merit contained in it i 
•* and it will dbubtl'efs raife.them ftitt higher in 
** the iefteem of their brethren xh^ fupcr-ittufiriou} 
^ Patriots vf the Minority:" 

Marked as thetranfaftion dcfcribed in this ex- 
tract is ivith fecrccy,. it is not difficult to tJnravel 
k. In every ftep the truth appears too powerful 
for the difguiie. Your brother went from you^ 
the ^* Jrien£^ oS: the American rebels in London^ 
to Carolina — thence to New York>. and from 
New York to Staten Ifland; Whatever eftate 
your brother poffcffed, // ie really hddawfy he left 
in En^laildf: and, with ity you and his other re-- 
laiipm.aiid friends, to whmn he wotdd naturally 
bequeath it; His wilt ^ould have been && either 
ia London, Staten Ifland, .or New York* If^ 

there- 
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thtrtfotc) the fealed pac'ht was really Ills will; 
wade before his departure, his prudence would 
iiave left it in London 5 if made in Anierica, He 
would have left it at NeW York, or Staten Ifland t 
in the fiirft-mcntionedsplacc, it WQuld have been 
fccurefrojn th^ dangers of the ocean and of w^ar, 
and in the fecond and third, from the capture of thef 
enemy.— rThc fame prudence would have left his 
private and confidential letters from his' friends in 
the fame places of fafety. The . " fcaled packet,'' 
therefore, : did not cover your btothcf^s will > 
though, from the deceptive indorfement, it borcf 
that.difguife, but was intended as a r^i^^r ./(? bis 
and your fecrtt defignsy and thofe of your faSion \ 
nor were the private letters taken from his forvant 
by the rebel officer, letters to him (torn his friends 
in Britain, but to bis and your American ^^ friends i* 
*— thofe friends who have fulfomely ftyled you, 
in their congreffional thanks for your numerous 
and faithfyl fervices, ^' their truly noble, honour- 
able, and patriotic advocate j'*^ — zxA tbofe friends 
whofe treafonable praftiqes you have fupported 
from the .firft dawn of their infurreftion to the 
prefent moment. 

Catiline, tell me, if the. *^ fealed packet** rcBlly 
contained your brother's will, as the cndorfcment 
imported ; : and if the letters qaptured were really 
*r private letters^* from his friends in Britain>^ 
yby did he, as a. prudent man^ commit them to 

his 
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Jiis fervant ? Why. did hcj as a foldier, contrary 
to all ufage, encumber hi^ fcrvant with them, 
from places of fafety, into the fcene of war and 
danger? And if they were even letters from 
yourfelf, cbqtaifiing ypur d^ily abufe of the Mi- 
pifters of the Ppblic, and your intended oppofi- 
tiqn to the mej^fures of your Sovereign, why were 
|they, under the (hade of c^releffnefs, c^ried into 
the hai)ds of the rebels, unlefs it was to commu- 
nicate to them what they ought not to know; and 
to enable them to avail themfelves of your fccret 
machinations in thcip favour, againft the fafety qf 
your country ? 

Tell me further— What bufinefs could your 
brother's fervant, ,a ftranger in America, pofli- 
bly have oyt of the ^ritifh lines, which ought pot 
to have been tr^pfafted under the fanftlon of a 
flag ? Why did he not leave thefe privjate letters 
in his Matter's tent, where they would have been 
fafe ? Could they be ncceflary to any bufinefs, 
which either he or your brother could have to 
tranfaft with the knowledge of the Commander in 
Chief? 

Tell mc yet more — If thefe private letters did 
pot convey fome fecret information from you and 
your fadion i if they only related to your bro- 
ther's private afiairs, they could be of no more 
vfe t9 the rebels, than knowing in what manner 

he 
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he had dii)>o(cd of his enormous eftate. Why then 
did not the fame ** regard," which the rebel Of- 
ficer felt for the *' peribnal gallantry" of your 
.brother^ but cbiefy ftofn the eircumfianee of hi^ 
being the " brotbtf^ of you, ^^ their goad friend j* 
jmd the. ^^ %epbew ofjbeir illuftrious advocate and 
^^ patroMyV induce him to return the *^ private 
^* letters," as well as the ^^ fealed packet|'* in 
which he conceived the will wafc enclofed ? 

Thefe are lifting queftions. You cannot^ 
you dare not, anfwer them. The very anfwers 
would yet further dempnftrate your guilt and 
your treafon. 

Although thefe private letters have hot yet re- 
croffed the Atlantic, there are means by which 
they may be procured •, and not only thefe, but 
many others wrote by your faftion to incite and 
fupport the rebellfon. The letters wrote to 
Wafhington and other principal rebels, fent over 
about fijf monfhs fince by Tit. Pe^rce *, with a 

fuperb 

* Information was made againfl this man, by a peWbn of 
credit, that he was about to fet off for America, intending to 
ipend the remainder of his life under the tyranny of thrnew: 
States (fuch was his republican enthufiafm,. and his hatred 
to the Government of his coontr}' !) ;'that he had already taken 
vnder his care a number of letters ffom tbofe who iHIe diem- 
fclves Patriou in Britaiti, for their iidherent^ and **fruaM* 
in America, and was to receive many more before Jtis^ .d^lT* 
tore ; ^d that he was to be the*carrier of a faddle;^ decorated 

witk 
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fupcrb faddle, a prcfent to the Rebel Commander 
in Chief i and in particular that accurfed letter 

' wrote early in the rebellion by your jefuitical col- 
league, advifingthe feizurc and imprifonnrvent of 
every American who was loyal to his Sovereign, 
and faithful to your country i — that letter, in pur- 
fuancc of which, thoufands of youf inhooent and 
virtuous fellow-fubjcfts have been profcribed, 
tlieir eftatcs confifcated, their families ruined, 
and many of them have perifiied by lingering 
difcafc in loathfomc dungeons, and many fuf- 
fercd an ignominious death on a gallows, will be 
brought to light. For think not, that it is within 
the confines of poflibility that all thofc proofs 
of the guilt of your faftion can long be con- 
cealed in the gloom of your treafpn. No ! . Thofe 
rebels, who, withaloadof perjury on their fouls, 

, have deferted and betrayed their Sovereign, and 
the caufc of their country, (hall, as foon as you 
can fupport them no longer, defert and betray 
you and your aflbciates. 

CICERO. 

with the fttpcrbcft ornaments, as » prefent from the Junto in 
Britsuii to the ReM Commander in Chief in America. Aa 
oath was made bcfor« the proper authority, and a wawant 
iffued for apprehending him.— But the Dodor having ,fcme 
fufpicion^ from a confcioufnefs that he had difclofcd his 
fcoets to mere than one, hallily fled two days before th« 
time he had fixed with his friends for his departure, and ef- 
cirped dK oficert of joilice. 
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L E T T E R V. 

T" Otcmpora! O mores! Hie tamen vivit— vivit! immo 
*' verumin Scnatiim veoit: fit pablici conciHi partkeps. 
*' Nos aotem, viri fortes fatisfacere Reipublics videmur, fi 
** iftius furorem et tela vitomus I" 

Cicero in Catiuinam. 

' O degenerate tones ! corrupted manners ! Tlie traitor 
Uves-^lives did I fay ! He mixes with the Senate r while we, 
magnanimous Counfellors of State, judge -that we difcharge 
our duty if we efcape his fury and his fword. 

Cicero's Orations againft Catilinb. 

WHEN I take a retrofpeift of your various 
intrigues, and particularly of thofe which 
your faftion is at this monaent meditating againft 
the fafety of your country ; when I confider yoiir 
fecret cabals with the rebel Prcfident, and the 
rebel Amhaflador — the private meetings of your* 
favourite, the indolent Admiral, with the fame 
Ambaffador — the numerous letters replete with 
treafon, wrote by your confederates in the early 
ftage of the rebellion — the private letters lately 
carried by your brother's fervant to the rebel 
officer — and thofe more lately fent by that fo-^ 
menter of fedition, Doftor Pearcc — ^the feveral 
large fums of money collefted by your adktrefits:> 
'in Britain, and tranfmitted through France to the 

rebel 
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rebel infurgfcnts, in one veflel not left than 40,cop 
guineas*— the dreadful and onirerfal conflagration 
of the capital of the kingdom, lately attempted by 
your faiSkioaf, and nearly effeaed—aad, above all, 

,.,';: the 

• CjIptsdft.Ttopke, of da JPl^^frincb man of n^r^ ia* 
^formed a ij(iti(k Colonel, now ki' London, whca a priforijpr 
on board, his fhip, coming from the French Weft Indies to 
France, that, to his certain knowlege, " the infurgents in 
^ America had a ponuerful party in EytglanJ; and that large 
" Aims of money, collefted in Britain, had been .often con- 
" veyed through France to America, for the ufe of the infur- 
** gents ; and particularly, itt one fhip, 40,000 guineas, 
tan it be neceflary to remind Britons, that thefe has been long 
a committee fofr .raifmg fniyftripticns for the relief of the r^^/ 
piifoners in Britain ? that, in this icommittee». ttfipe is not one 
Bian that has a fpark of loyalty in his breafl: j while its Treafurer 
is the rankefi cf rebels. What would a Stete, 'whofe councils 
wfrg not in confiijion^ do with fuch a daring combihition in favour 
of rebetlion \ What would fave beqn done to Aich a daring ift- 
fiilt on the powers of Government in the year 1745 ^ Whp.t 
would t^e Court of France do to a committee of Frenchmen, 
.who fhoulddare to Open fuch a (ubfcription for the relief 
even of captured Britons," to fay nothing of rebels ? And 
what inftant punifhment would have fallen on an American 
committee of loyalifts (fond as the rebel Comgrefs are of com- 
.mittees), fhould they have atter^pted to operi a fubfcription 
for the relief of their fellotv fubjeas captured in oppofingrehU 
Uonf- Let the loyal part of Britons ferioufly think of this 
combination : let them who underftand the rightful powers of 
, the Britifli Government confider, what may not be done in fup^ 
port of rebellion', under ihxs pretended charity. If they do not 
know it already, I will tell them. tJnder this combination, 
forbidden by the laws of the land, under this humane adht- 
ftnti to th$ enmiii of the Crown, thoufands, and tens of thou- 

G X • fands. 
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the hod: of feditious committees and aflbciadbns, 
and your numerous followers and adherents dii^ 
pcrfed throughout the kingdom, all of them de^ 
perately daring and ready for every kind of mif- 
chief, however atrocious; — I fay, when thefc truths 
pafs in review before me, if I did not know that 
the decree is pafifed, <^ Thus far Ihalt thou go and 
** no farther," my fpirit would take the alarm^ 
and defpond of the fafety of a people, whofe 
liberty it admires, and whofe fame i$ the firft ohr 
jeft of its care. 

The plot to compel your Sovereign to with- 
draw his troops from America, and to furceafe his 
endeavours to reduce the rebellion, you are ftiU 
determined to purfue in the prefent Seflfion of 
Parliament. This plot has been long fettled 
with the rebel Congrefs, and their prefent Am^ 
baflador at the Court of France, I want no 
proof of its exiftence. I have feen your 
fadion repeatedly moving and contending 
for this mcafure in the Senate, under the artful 
difguifc of reftoring peace to your country; 
but, in reality, with a defign to aflift the com«- 

fands, may Iiave been fubfcribed, and tranfmitted, by the 
rebel Treafurer, to tbe American infurgents, while the un- 
happy deluded prifoners have received hvit a /mall pittance o( 
thofe liberal fiuns which have been paid by the republican 
and traitorous faction towards tti/uffort oftbi uMU^n. 

moa 
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mon enemy, to give independence to the Colo* 
nies^ and by that means to render the prefent Mi* 
niftry deteftable in the eyes of a free and mag-? 
nanimous people, for having loft fo great a part 
of their dominions, and in the refulf to facrifice 
that Miniftry to your ambitious and traitorous de<* 
figns« Your uniform conduft in the Senate fbr 
three years paft, when rightly confidered, de* 
monftrates this to be your horrid purpoie, with* 
out other proof*-— But I have other proof— It 
comes from one of your faithful aiUes^ through 
different Gentlemen, whofe honour and veracity 
cannot deceive. The latter are, what cannot be 
iaid of you, or any of your faftion, faithful fufe- 
jefts of your fovereign, and as zealoufly a(tached 
to the caufe of your country as you are to that <jf 
rebellion. As a proof of their fidelity and honour, 
while you are exerting your utmoft abilities to 
overthrow the government which has given you 
freedom and protcftion, they have facrificed their 
fortunes, and the independent happinefs of their 
families, to its prefervation. 

The information before me is contained in the 
following genuine extracts of Letters. The firft 
'^ dated New; York, Auguft aS, .1780, in thefc 
words : 

*' We have alfo an account from a confiden- 
^^ tial friendi that Dodtor Franklin had advifed 
3 *^ Congrefi , 
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-**^ Cpngrefs to muftcr all their' forces, and to ap- 
** proach as near New York as poflible, to give 
<* THEIR fRiENDs iw ENGLAND an Opportunity 
** of declaring that New York was inrefted by 
*^ the French and Rebels — that the Britifh forces 
*^ dare not ftir out of their lines— that there was 
<^ 1K> profpedt of an end to the war— Bnd.tjo iii- 
** fift on a recall of the King's forces. This 
«' account comes froni ypur old.fricad •***t, 
*^ who had . it from Timothy MatUck, a Mem- 
*• her of Congrefs.'' 

The extrad of the fecond letter, dated New 
York, September 7th, 17^0, is in thcfe words : 

*^ Dodor Franklin has wrote a letter to Cqn- 

*^ grefs, defiring them to raife all the militia in 

'*' their power, and to let them, together with 

" the Continental troops, lie as near the Britifli 

.^« Une$ as poflible, in ordtr to give it th affecar- 

y ante ef being hefieged\ he affures them^ that he 

*' expeds every salutary consequence from 

*' fuch a meafure, as it will enable their friends 

•** in I^arliament, during the winter debates, 

^* to hold it up as a hejieged place, and to infill oh 

'*' a recall of the Britifli troops. Beware of this 

« device r* : 

+ The name of Ciccro*s friend is left blank, as the men- 
tion of it would prove the ruin of a faithful fubjed of the 
Crown, ^d a man of virtue and opulence. 

In 
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• In full confirmation of the truths contained in* 
thefe extracts, and to prove your trcafohable in-- 
tentions to fupport and co-operate with the rebel*' 
lion from the beginning 5 I have the beft autho-' 
rity to add the following anecdote : '^ When 
** Doftor Franklin, between whom and Mr.' 
^^ Galloway there had been a long and continued 
" friendfhip, endeavoured to prevail on him to 
*^ accept a delegation to the fecond Congrefs, 
*' and to throw his weight and influence into 
** their fcale 5 he, among other things, exagge- 
^' rated the refources of America, and diminilhed 
** thofe of Great Britain. But Mr, Galloway,. 
*' well acquainted with thofe refources, deteding. 
^' his fadls, and refuting his arguments, the, 
*^ Doftor candidly unfolded to him the true 
^^ foundation upon whiqh. the American rebels 
*' built their hopes of a fuqcefsful oppofition. 
'^ He told Mr. Galloway, that America would be. 
" united, and, always able to draw her powers 
** into exertion, while the Britifh nation, and its 
*^ public councils, werej and would he yet more^ 
" divided and diftraeted. That the friends to the 
** American caufe in Britain^ would incejfantly main* 
*^ tain and increafe that divifion and diftraStiony by 
*' oppojing the meafures of Government i and confe- 
^^ quently, that though he confefled the refources 
*^ of Great Britain, from whence the fupplics of 
*^ war muft be drawn, were very great, yet that^^ 

«< never 
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*' tievir. w$uld he abk to command thm^\ Mor'io 
'^ make the exertms mcejfary to reduce the Ccloniej. 
•**Mr. G^loway, iahis turn,.wi(hing to convert 
/« the DotStor, and knowing that, in his then dif- 
-*f poGcion of mind, nothing could, effeft it byt 
*^ a full convidon of the Jmprafticability of his 
,** fcheme, reminded hiflti of the commpn and ap- 
" pofite fable p( the two Bull Dogs tearing each 
** other to pieces, yet, on the appearance of their 
** common enemy, their enmity inftantly ceafed, 
** and their whole powers became unitedj and exerted 
^^^ to reduce bim. .That fuch had often been the 
^* cafe of Britons, and certainly would be io 
•* again. Here the two friends parted as they 
** met, unconverted to the principles of each 
«« other/' 

Upon, a review of the preceding Letters and 
Anecdote, the authenticity of which can be 
Iblidly fupported, how glaring does the coni^i* 
racy of your fadion with the rebels, and enemies 
of your cpi^ntry, appear ! So early as in the be- 
ginning of the rebellion, the only hope of the firft 
of rebels depended on your alliance cmdfupport^^^^ 
in the confujion which yo^ ofpefition Jbould create in 
the Councils of the State^'-^zxid in the imbecility of 

exertion^ which that oppojition fhould occafion :« 

And how literally has the conduft oif your fac- 
tion correfponded with that hope ! With what 
unremitting afliduity have they exerted their 
> r>'' " ■ ' "^ abilities 
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Ubilitfes-tddiftfad die publk councils, to oppoft 
ffltf ^ifeft meafurcs, and to fiipport the rebellion ! 
Has' theSre been anyfchertit, whicfr ycfur fobtilt 
Irt^niffdns c6ufd deviftj tRat yduhave mot ftea^- 
<!ffy pift-llied, to eflfcfib thofe fedicimw purpdfes ? 
H^s there been one mealwc propbferfaird ado'pted 
hf ffic^ Cotincils^ of the State, Which j(fU iav'€ not 
cp^fid, mifreprefented^andabujiif Hfai" tftcre been 
tfnedflicer, either rfit'd Of toilitatjr; one coward,' 
wfro from fear ; or oric f f aitor, who from trea- 
chery, has neglefted his duty* to his country^ 
whom you have net embraced^ ^uftifiei^ and defended % 
Mdy in one inftance^ even crowned' witi honours and 
iippldufe? Ktas there been a moment loft, by your 
iiidaftribus cdnfederatfes, in deviling' plans to en- 
gfd6 aftd wafte the precious tiine of the national 
Councils, and in fabricating tlie moft trivial', 
falft*, and infamous charges againjf the Servants 
hj th public? Have you not had' the audacity to 
threaten thofe Servants with irhpeachmerits, and 
the' block, for purfuihg the wifcft^ and the ortly 
proper meafures to enfure the public honour and 
fafety ? Has there been one feQion of ?afliament, 
fince the rebellion beg^, in which yrxu have pot 
cx:tTdcxiAtif(fr the principle^ and vindicated the juf^ 
fite^ofthe American febetUon ? Hfas there been ond 
f evolving year in wliich you have not, by your 
fecrct cabals, your publications^ and your fe*^ 
ditious harangues, even in the Senate, endea* 
vouffcd to^ incite a' fetetUon in Brit din ^' and ofpofed 

H thofi 






il(pje meajures which were necefary io fuprefs, fhai w 
yAmerica ?.. Have not the indolence and treachery 
.pf the,crc^turt?s.c^your faftipRj^ ^o whom the. duty 
cjf fujigjfcffing iti;Was unfortunately, spid^- through 
^our intrigues-, committed, rather fnpported tf? 
And have not that indolence and treachery en- 
couraged France ^d Spain to declare war againft 
your country^ rtf I? J involved U in all i£s prefen^ difr 
Jicuhies and dijirefs ? AU thefe queftioris muft, if 
.^Rey are apfwered by the.vqiq^ of trythji be an-. 
fwercd In UiV aterrn^ 
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^ Had ycai ^^ed a faithful ^art to your country^ 
the rebellloh either' would', n^ have happened^ 
of the fubjea"^ia controverfy. would have been ea- 
Bly accdmrrtodated. While you were oppofing 
t;Jie meafures of your county-, po reduce- it$ un- 
tiutiful futyeds to their ufual obedience, 'you wercj 
exhorting' theni. to perfeycre, in rebellion^ tp 
^^ make a folemiij, fullen, and invincible ftand,** 
againfl that authority to which they had fubmit-, 
ted, without i nriurmurjj for more than one bun^ 
^4redandfft^.years^ 

Why did not , your faftion, if they intended 
gopd, either to Britain or to America— if they 
had any thing in view;, but the accQmplifliment of 
their own finifter defigns, become the mediators 
in the difpute ? and, in the courfe of fix years,^ 
iq the place of this treafqnable projeft,. of w^th^ 

drawing- 



Rawing th^ troops from America, propofe lom'e 

-plin Uy which- the t>fco colmtries might bc'boiind 

together by mufrndl- fblicy and mufiial -inttirtft-? 

If you rfcally thought ihat Amihica ?Bras opprefled, 

why' have you noty'4n^ibe «courfe of fix fcffion's of 

' the Senate,* brought 4n' a^ billiwM'Ch' would have 

■ relieved her from-that -oppi^cffioif ?» tThis ^was 

• more y^ui- duty, tiiah- thdt of thofe Who* differed 

in opinion from you*' Yi)u evidently' wanted not 

abilities. If your hearts did^ not ftel -a- greater 

' defire to gratify your rapacioufnefti' ^hd^luft f6r 

-diflipation, than love fdf the twci cWhtries, you 

would have done this, » You woukf, ii^ the ^oife 

hundredth part of the time you have^fpent in 

your iediiious defigns, have looked into 'the 

caufes of the contrdvcrfy, and,: perceiving the 

remedy, have propofed^it^ You - liquid not-^ 

you could not, had your,hegrts. bierf -thus <iff- 

pofed, have projected the rebellion ;— and ad- 

vifed its leaders to make a " fokrtin,' fullen^ and 

*« invisible tond'.V ag^inft the authority of 'a 

cQuntxj ^icb gave y$a birib^ md ift the Comdls 

^f whkb t9a mat^ cf you pjfefs an b0lo^r(^^le 

.fixate. 

But however well your coUeagites in the Sc-^ 
: natc know this to have been their duty, had 

Aimarici been really ojiprefled, yoti.^o^koQW 
. that the opprcflion coniplain©! of^Jwais yifionaiy 

amLfi&iiiou»;.aad that the. rebelliou&j^art of :the 
V , . : Ha Colonifts 
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Cobmfts'wUh.edthat no pfppo£»lat>f acccimi^* 
datilpn jibould \^c m^de on t^tpfnt fifGt^% firi- 
UiA f but iA];cnded> frqin^hf: j^^igtnQJjig) fj^tkf^ 
pff ib/ur §Jf^hfm% 494 i$ J^^ tbi Oknks 
far 4ver frp^ the P^tmt ^Ma^ Thm. whojc 
c^n<iu0: tpld ypu tbis tmhi and you we^ bftTe 
ki^own it^ h$i4 yp^ not be^n^i^aiict^d into ithjEiir 
iccpct QpUneMs^ Yo^ alfp fciew xfeajt *«iy pf»- 
poftfe FP^fei hwr^ given i^Qa> iditgJift ^^d 
cffcMeiHwaild hjtvie jbcm * tbr^ejch of yiO^r 
mutuid ft^ijUjipns— wouW ihw» broken ywr 
^iQB.^^g^ booh four ft^^n ip Sfifi^ and 
ywrft\Hil ,<i0Ue«gues in AmeriMi fvf fiber hmm 
:(h»jt^^:Mtnmod^on with «hc Colonies »rauld 
iiftvci^^ftt onai^ ifubvcrted tb^iwiidatiotis of jn^r 
' df^fi^A^ ;^fii^ the libettie^ ^a»id ikfety of jrmir 
co^uti^i ;Wd dcprivird you jof the onjy .aofian^ 

How palpably contradi&ory haa your ><ondu& 

been to tfaofe principles^ which a little pegatxl for 

your coudtryj and that hua)am);y itow»rc|s Ame- 

rica^ whid» h^^vp >een. tbe vpoiklani dieivics\.«f 

your declamations, would have diftatcd ! Inftea^i 

of taking any one ilep towards reftoring the union 

and peace *f the two counoiesi yrai tiaye uni- 

. forn^ly lOppofed both the jcoeraive ^and the pacific 

meafure^ adopted for tbofe purpofe^ - ¥^u4urire 

in every inftance «X4:ki|iied againft flie fending^a 

force to Ffduce the febcUioh«--«taivl 9tbe&^&h 

i ... ./^ A have 
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fcavc prevented, by j«)ur laftious intrigtics, the 
great and beneficial ^fFefts v/fcich muft othcrwifc 
liave been the natural confeqnehce. When ydu 
found you could not obftru6fc-a meaftirc fo cvi- 
dendy neccflary to reduce the rebellious fubjefta 
of the State to their former obedience, you ihfi- 
dioufly prevailed on •diem, in two different iii- 
ftances, to reject with audacious contempt the 
moft yli^tg^1^^<X\$S^ daat fyifere ever ofiered by 
z .6taoe cio ios imdntiBiI fi^efts'>rf^ropofitioiis to 
^wbich many of your faftion had infidioufiy aflent- 
Atii\ when you liad, by your iotiigues ivich 
y(»ur favourite <]reneral and Adcniral, facnficed 
«ihe Northern army, bvougkt on a irai* widi 
Frattce, amd prevailed on i^ac pervious Court 
ito ftnd a powerfid fleet to 4^e aififtaoce of ^yotir 
American allies s w^ you hacS ^compelled your 
Sov^eign to abandon f^|]lladel|i}i^a, in order :to fave 
\m fleet and acmy, at a mme iv^hen the kaders In 
Rb€llton%^CFe in tht taft itaj^ of diefpoHd^ncy ; 
«nd ^lien yoia bad, by c4teife me^ns, rev>ved the 
-^plm of fhe rebels 5 dated* with yovt fticiref^, 
yoy fought you had\red^ed itbe Mlhifter^ <)f 
7<Nnrt So(ir«feigii to fuch; unc^miDoit diffic^ei, 
^Ska ycHi could £itther cpospeF dhem to adopt 
y^ur jcofnarifig and perfidco^is motion.: ¥ou 
jeheni began to move in ^riiamQiit, thai 4ki JSH^ 
J^ iroopi Jbould it miibirMii^fnbm America. And 
..^hoROgh the viotue and jnagDamitu^^of ,i:he Se- 
naic,.eBimnfipaflp4 ^ n i»9& hy the difficahi^ 

and 
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, and dangers wl>u:h your feditioirs intrigues ha0 
. cfFedted, repeatedly overruled your motion j yet 
, having brought Spain into your alliance, and 
. prevailed on France to fend her forces to Ame- 
,rjca, you have refolved, in your fecret cabals 
with Dr. Franklin, to renew the oiotion " du^- 
" ing the winter's debaoes." , 

Left you. ihould ftitt fufpeft that I have hot 
.difcovered your whole intrigues, I will be yet 
more particular. Believing the rebel refources, 
which you took from their own reprefentadpbs, 
; were much greater than they really were, 
: and relying o^ ; the indolent cooduft o( your 
favourite .General and Admiral, it ym agree;d 
between you, that the rebel arnriyj glonci 
ihould, in 1778 and 1779, 4^sm 'near Ne^ 
York, " to:give it the; appearance. of: a place, bc- 
** fieged/* . This was accordingiy' done:;, anil 
upon this you founded your feveral motions: tfi 
; the Senate in tbofe years. Had you fucoeeded 
/m yi)ur oppofition to the m^afure^ of your S^l^ft- 
reign, either in preventing the nec^ffary fufiply of 
^trpops from being fent to America-^or in your 
motions in the Senate, for recallhig thc^ already 
fent — the whole powers o£ the combined force 
of France and Spain were to be employed in the 
. conqueft of . the W^cft Indies, and in plundering 
and laying wafte yoor .country ; untii.its diftreffes 
ihould compel ybucSovereign^: and^ iiis. Parlia- 
ment, 
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fluent, to cede to America that independence, 
of which you and your confederates have, by 
their repeated affurances, -become, in a mianncr, 
fiie guarantees. J&ut thii w]a$ not the ultimatum 
of your ' plot-^for thefe diftrefles were further 
to be continued, until your Sovereign fhould 
be. compelled tp'.^ abandon the faithful fervanti 
of i the Public, and to eftablilb yoiir rapadous 
confederates. in their places ^ and until you and 
yojjr noble uncle had obuined abfolute fetDcr 
ti^tr Pbe lm)'n and. propartus of ytmr ftlkw-iitU 

fWSw* : *. \ '• >r.i. ; . • . • 

• • f * 

^ ' . • } ' y. . ■ ' ' 

But finding yourfelves deceived in the cxcr-: 
tions of America-^failing . in your fchemc for* 
retaUing thcj troops — and perceiviftg the rcbdi 
lion fallrng^undcr the weight of 'its own tyranny 
and cruelties— ^you were obliged to fufpend 
the profecution of your defign^* until the proper 
mcafures fhould again be tiken,. to -give it Tome* 
plaufibility and proipeft orfiiccefs. For this 
purpofe, France agreed to fend over a' large na- 
val force, and ib,ooo men, and the rebels were 
tp raife 35,090. With this combined, force 
J^ew York was to be befieged i and you,- 
yyhom Dr. Franklin calls *^ their friends ii> 
f' Parliament," and whomr. the Rebel Coogreft 
|liles " their truly, noble,, illuftrious, and^ pa-* 
♦^ triotic j^vocatcs,'* Were tp renew your n^>- 

.:. ' Had 
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, Had this plot fuccecded, what aa ^tanft^ 
fidd would there have bttctf op6hdd for yout in* 
fended motiotx^ and yotir tr<^afonable declama*^ 
tions in Parliament! How would the changei 
have been rung on the irtjtiftice of «he Amerfcaft 
War, on the ruin^in which k muft ittVoive Gr^at 
Bntaiv^ on the iif^poffibilfti^ of rltiiiAg the ft^ 
plies, and the necsffity bro^ht on^ l^ tfee iiWoi^ 
fence, ignorance, venaiit}^, and- t#i?achery of i/tkt 
fcrvants of the Foblky of giving up by fai^ cte 
greatefl: part of theBritiib doiriinion^! Hei*e> Ca^*^ 
line, all your oratorical figures and flourifliesw^M 
have been exerted — you would have even eclipied 
yoiji^felf— your jefuitical GoDeflgtie, the traducer 
efhiftJCing^ mid bbfpheriieir of his^God^ widiall 
your fpeech-^making, difappomted^ defperate and 
abandoned crew, would havf foHowcd yoCi 5 and 
all theic falfehoods would have been audaciopflx 
thundered in the ears- of the Senate; althougli^I 
Jchow, and you know, that ibat very nete^iy 
would have arifen fronr^ your oppofition to Go-? 
vernnient, and your intrigues with rebels and thi$ 
common enemy of your countfy. 

But, infatuattd men! you were again diiapr 
pointed. The French dtceived yt)u, the rebels 
deceived you. Inftead of 1 0,000 troops, the fbr- 
ifter could only fend 4,500.— Inftead of an ai«m*y 
of 35*000 men, the latter could raife only 10,000 
for a few months; and this number has Shct 
decrcafed to 6,000. Here again difappoi»ted, 
3 what 
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Vrliatxrduid youi- faftiott, the Court of ]l?raiic^> of 
ctcn Dr» Franklin (of whom fo\x and that Court 
h»v^ been long the dupes)^ do in fo great a dP 
lettima^ inore efpecially z% you all had, in you^ 
porfidy>: eroffcd the kubiconf— Youf fa<Stten dc- 
fpomKng, the Court of France in the fame dif- 
mal-; fitoation, dcftitute of rtlburccs to carry 
on the war f6r the accdmplifliittejit of ks ambl- 
tioHi and her. fleet l^looked up at Rh6d<5 Maiid I 
thisifortern ftare of yorur aflfk'irs ftarcd you iri the 
face's— You had deceived France, France had 
deceived you, and Dr. Franklin had deceived 
you bbth— all of yoii afting from different^ mo- 
tives,' ^'knd havirig difffefrent fchcmes 'in vicwi 
Yet, liot Teeing- the* art aiid duplicity of this po- 
litidal quack, you fufFer him to deceive yoii 
again; He now allbres you, that the militia in 
America, difpofed to rebellion, is vaftly nume- 
rous J' that although the Congrefs have failed in 
bringin g into the field nearly three-fourths of the 
number ftipulated y although nodependancec anbe 
placed on the militia j yet that they may be eafily 
drawn forth " to approach neaf New York, to^ 
** enable you, their friends in Parliament, during 
** the winter's debates, to hold it Up as a place 
«* befieged, and to infill on a recal of the Britifli 
*• troops/* 

Having thus . concerted the plan with you 
and the perfidious enemy of your country, he 
Vrote the letter mentioned in the preceding e<- 

I ^trafts. 
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trE£fcs> informing thejCongrefs of it, and advi^* 
fing their co-operation.— The utmoft exertions of 
Congrefs have been made in purfuance of that 
advices and this contemptible militia, that is, 
all that they could raife of it, have been drawn 
*^ as near as poffible to New York, to give it the 
" appearance of a place bcfiegcd."— And you, 
** the friends in Parliament" of the Rebel States, 
have already prepared on paper, thofe declama- 
tions upon which you intend to found your trea* 
fonable motion. 

Is it poffible for the acuteft invention of the 
moft inveterate enemy of your country, to dcvifc 
a plot more infidious and replete with treafon 
againft its interefl: and fafety? Should this mo-^ 
tion, thus devifed by the combined enemies of 
Britain, and traitoroufly adopted by your faction, 
fuccecd, your country is undone for ever. All 
hopes of reducing the rebellion, and of a re- 
union with America, muft vanifh -, her indepen- 
dence in that moment will be fecured; her com- 
merce with all the world, except your country, 
fettled j her rcfources of war eftablifhedj her 
whole powers thrown into a naval force, which 
will harafs and ruin your commerce; and the 
treafon of America (hall combine with the per- 
fidy of France and Spain, in purfuing iieir uH" 
provoked envy and malice'^ againft Great Britain to 
her- final deftruSlion. To the lofs of America, the 
Iglies of th^ commerce of your country, of its 

bcft 
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bcft nurferies of feamcn, of its naval ftrength, of 
its poffeffions in the Eaft and Weft Indies, if not 
of every other part of its foreign dominions, 
will fucceed* For know, that it is recorded 
among the decrees of heaven, ** that wken Great 
*^ Britain jhall loft America^ Jhe Jhall be loft her- 
** SELF — her fame among nations fhall be forgot ^^ and 
** her independence exift no more r\ 

How long do you think, Catiline, you will be 
ptrmittcd by infinite juftice to abufe the patience 
of your fellow-citizens ? How long to trample 
on the laws of your country and the excellent 
conftitution of its government, by your lawlefs 
committees and feditious affociations ? How long • 
to infult the Majefty of your Sovereign, and to 
provoke the refentment and juftice of his Parlia* 
ment, by your feditious harangues and treafon- 
ablc propofuions ? How long to continue in 
combination and co-operation with rebels, and 
the conftant enemy of Britain, by your fedi- 
tious intrigues ? Will not fome latent Ipark of 
regard, which poflibly may yet remain unquenched 
in your bofoni, for your bleeding country — a 
country bleeding at every pore through the in- 
trigues of your faftion— nor the fear of the in* • 
dignant refentment of your injured fellow-citi- 
zens which you have too long provoked — nor 
the dread of that punifhment which you have fo 
Jong defervcd — ^will nothing ftop the precipitate 
J 2 career 
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(farmer of y^ur dcfperatc audacity ? R^fiea but 
for a mooJcnt before it be too late ! Perceive yoq 
not, that your dark confpiraeks arc brought^ to 
Rght ? that all fcnfible and good mefl are already 
lUrmed Jit your fecret intrigues, your nocturnal 
aflbciation^. and committees i and that, in conle** 
qoei^ce of that alarm, their indignation and fe-» 
fentment have already fallen on thafe men of your 
faftion, who have been the conftant advifers and 
abettors of your treafon ?-i-^Where are ;ho|^ ^e- 
rijnoefs of your pack, your moft fteady adhe-^ 
fcnts, a P^n-^1, a L-**tt-«-l, a C-^g-^r, H 
|1 — tl--y, a M^-^r*^4-^th, and aH-r^we, wha 
have Joflg fupported the rebellion ?-sr?Trhey arc 
juftly excluded from the Senate, notwitbftaading 
their infidious folicitatipns, as unworthy of that 
public ;ryft which they had laboured fo long to 
jbetray^ ^nd with what coAtempi: was the whining 
Jefuit of St. Omer's, your firft and moft faithful 
colleague, juftly degr?4e4 froni a feat in the pub- 
lic councils of the State, by the fufFrages pf thf 
virtuous and free people pf tb? fecpnd ci^y in thf 
Jdngdom 1 ' 

Perceive you not, that the reibprcfs of Am?* 
rica are exhaufted, and that the rebellion, th^ 
ground of your intrigues, the darling child of 
your hope, notwiehftanding ail yciur fuppori, i« 
^expiring under the weight ^f its ov^n tyranny I 
^Perceive yoy not, that di^ virtwui ^n^ di?lud^ 
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part of your faftion, whether in the army or navy^ 
arc defertipg you, and the fpirii qf Britons i$ 
roufed into indignant refentment at xXit multitude 
(ind magnitude of the injuries they have receive4 
frooi their inteftine as well as foreign enemies? 
Perceive you not, that your Sovereign, whpAp 
rights you wifh to ufurp, is furrounded by a |>ow^ 
^rful band of f^iithfgl ftrv|ii>tjj, determined ta 
.preferve thofc rights^ and with thern the liberty 
and fafety of their country ? Have you not lately 
icen that fovereign, when your faction meditated 
the deftruiftipn of the capital, and the flaugbter 
.^nd ruin of its inhabitants, with the fame firm 
and undaunted virtucj by which J faved the city 
of Rome, fave the cities gf ]^ondpn and Weftr 
minfter from a general conflagration ? Yes, you 
have f€€n all this — your faftion have feen it. And 
you alfo know that your Sovereign, his Senate, 
and the virtuous part of your fellow-citizensj 
are aware of ypur defigns, and prepared to meet 
them. 

Your predeceflbr, gf Rome, faw and knew asi 
much. And yet your degenerate fouls, like his, 
loft to all fenfe of public as well as private vir- 
tue, and debafed below the wretch who robs on 
the highway, gr plunders his neighbour's houfe 
in the night, remain undifmayed at your danger, 
jtnd unmoved at the enormity of your treafon, 
Pcfpcfate, and prepared for death^ or to riot in the 

fpgil^ 
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fpoils of your country /you are rcfolred to proceed 
to the end. Think but a moment on the fmall de- 
gree of that man's guilt, who has taken a ftiilUng 
from another, only to fupply his wants, when 
compared with that of your faftion, who have 
long meditated the deftru£tion of millions, and 
of the freedom and happinefs of a whole nation. 
But why Ihould I reafon with Catiline, whp has 
baniflied reafon and virtue from his heart ? Ceafe 
then, my fpirit, and give him up to his doom— 
for quos Deus iiult p^d^e frius dement at — " Thofc 
^* whom Heaven cannot reclaim confiftently with 
^^ its unerring decrees of mercy arid juftice, it 
*' gives up to the infatuation of their wickednefs^ 
^^ and abandons them to their fate.** 

CICERO. 
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L E T T E R VI. 

*' Hoitis eft enim non apud Ahienem, quod bello Punico 
** graviifimum vifum eft, fed in Urbty in Foro. Dii immor* 
** tales ! (ilne gemitu hoc did non poteft :) Non nemo etiam 
** in i\lo facrario Reipublica ; in ipfa, inquam. Curia non nema 
^' hoflis. Quid tandem fiet ; hsc elapfa de manibus noftris, 
** in eum annum, qui coniequitur, redundarint!'' 

Cicero pro Mvrana. 

Yhe enemy is not on the banks of the Anio, which was 
thought fo tertihk in the Punic war^ but in the Qity and in the 
Forum. Good Gods! ( I cannot /peak it without a Jigh) there 
^xe/ome enemies in the very BanSuaryyfome^ I fay, in the Senate! 
What will become of us, entering into a new y ear ^ with thefe 
d^gers around us ? 

OF all the confpiracics which .ever entered 
into the hearts of the wicked^ that of Lu- 
cius Catiline was the moft horrid. More than 
lycx) years have (incc clapfed, and it has remained 
unparalleled until the period of your faftion. It 
has been left by myriads of milUons of the human 
race who have fince exifted, to be equalled iii 
the extent of its mifchiefs, and the horror of its 
wickednefs, by that which has been formed by 
you and your abandoned confederates. How- 
ever difagreeable it may be to you and them, 
as it will prove a leffon of ufeful inftrudion to 
your fellow-citizens, I mean to compare them. 
The parallel will hold up a mirror, in which your 
chara£ters, your mcafures, and the dreadful ex- 
8 tent 
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tent of your treafon againft the public weal, may 
be clearly traced^ 

t finc^fely lament, that the tlmcs^ which you 
have thought the mod proper for the executida 
of your dcfigns, too much refemble thofe em- 
braced by Lucius Catiline for the like hdrrid per- 
pofes. In Rome, at that day, is in Britain at 
this, the immetife Wealth brought from foreign 
countries, produced a b<>uhdlefs luxury amohgft 
the citizens J this begat covetoufnefs, rapacity; 
and a Ihamelcfs Venality. The people themfelves 
Were in general debauched and corrupt, and loved 
to be corrupted : And therefore, the liberties of 
Rome were not to be preferved without bribing 
the very people M^ho were intercftcd in their pre- 
feryation. The virtuous magifti*ate, the faithful 
conful, who wiflied to preferve the freedom erf" 
his country, was obliged tb conform to the times. 
Thefe circumftances give Lk Cattlinfc an oppor- 
tunity of. procuring a needy, difcbntented, and 
rapacious band of profligates, who Were always 
at hi^ beck. Thofe who had become abandoned 
through their. vicesi thofe wborti luxury had made 
rapacious, and whom the Want of means to gra- 
tify, it had rendered defpcrate, wiihing to obtain 
the offices and emoluments of the Public, were' 
his colleagues and creatures. Nor was this def** 
perate. baad to be found in the city of Rome only $ 

thof 
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.they were di(pcricd iatli^ coiintryi aod w» #» /i&# 



. ' Hb^^xM^JycprrdjfiOftdentairtUcprcfcatt^^ 
wfai^hyoti /a.Ffe:cmfcr&ced for this excqution gf 
your treafaaable -defigss, with thofc I have aqca^ 
tkmed ! The. imm^nfe 'rtjeahh poured in firpm 
foreign ptrts^ has rejtyfcfed tpfo many of the forw 
of Britain luxurious. That [luxury ha&,naturalfy 
•produced a wicked jdiiTipation s th^t diQip9;tioii> 
-a. rapajciou3. oov^twfiaeft npver to be fatiatec^* 
Their defire of eafe, pUaftjTe, .ajad fenfiial eiijoyf* 
ments ever exceeds the means of gratification. 
JnTpctaonfty^icd by tbclr irises, nothing wiil fatisfy 
diem but tilccniolunoQatspfpffice, and |;hc! falf 
<diipafition of the ptfl)Uc nire^ith. TJ;^ Soyereigi^ 
iurmcwcr difpofed he migftt be^ for the fake of 
peace and .union in Jhis public coiincils) ix>.enit^ 
^lojr themi feeing no boUmb to their :|awlefe dtr 
|a«S3 noroiie fpark of public virtue in which hi 
can repofe a coni|denx^>; has hitherto decUntd ib 
This virtuous refolution to preferve his own 
tights, wi* the ri^ti Irfd'liberties of hfe pfeo^le, 
#hich cannot be fevered without a4iffoiatbn of 
the government, is, afld, it h hoped, will coni 
limic to te^ 'a bar aglsiillit encru|ling t&cfitfety of 
ins crdv>n and. ibi UBertUs of his pevpk ii .tbfir mm^ 
pagetnent. Thus reftlefs in their paflions, dilap- 
j)0iijted in their views, and inftigated hf ^thcTr 
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vices, they have been the proper fubjefts of yoyr 
trts, and the fit initruments of your treafoti. 

Nor is your band unlike L. Catiline's in its 
numbers and extent. Your confederates arc nox 
confined to the cities of loondon and Weftmin- 
fter i— ^thcy are to be found in every Ihire in Great 
'Brkain — in Ireland, and in the Colonies. If the 
Roman confpirator had his nofturnal meetings in 
'Rome and its environs, you have yoiirs in Lon- 
•don, Weftminfter, Ybrklhire, and various other 
'parts of England. •' You have your aflbciations 
and committees, who not only meet in the night 
to fettle thofe parts of their trcafon whdxrh will 
not bear difguife, but appear in open defiance of 
law at noon-day i and fuch is their indifcretion, 
fuch their audacity, that they do not refrain from 
their treafonable declamations and refolvesagaing: 
the wifeft meafures, and even againft (he long cfta* 
blilhcd principles of that Government which they 
are dctcrmia^ to deftroy *• 

If L. Catiline raifed a rebellion in the Romaa 
Colonies, your faction has raifed another in the 
Britifh Colpnies.r-rif he had armies under his conr 
federates^ Manlius in Etruria, Pifo in Hither Spain^ 
£ftd P. S. Nucerinus in Mauritania, you have a^fy 

• S?c the Rcfolvcs of the WcRnainftcr Affociatiqn, faj^m. . 
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your adherents in the Britifh army and navy^ and 
you have an army under Wafhington, in New 
JerTcy, one under Gates; in South Carblma, and 
another under your faithful friend and afly M. 
Rochambeau in Rhode Ifland. 

The refcmblance in the charafters of the lead- 
ing coni^Jirators of the two fadliohs is equally 
ftriking. — " Lucius Catiline, like you, was of an 
•' illuftrious Family. — His anceftors had enjoyed 
*' fome o^ the higheft o£Bccs of the State; he was 
•^ poor and neceflitous through his own extrava- 
" gance; he borrowed of his friends until no 
*' man or woman in Rome would truft him, but 
"his favourite ftrumpet Oreflilla; his avidity 
** after money exceeded rapacity itfelf ; his difli- 
*^ pation and profligacy even fuipafled the means 
"he pofieflcd of gratifying them.— He had a 
** head to contrive, and a tongue toperfuade, and 
*' took pleafure in civil broils ; of a fpirit daring 
" and infidious — expert in all the arts of difguift 
*• and diflimulation ; greedily covetous of other 
^^ men's wealth, lavilh of his own \ violent in his 
" pafllonss eloquent, but not endued with 
*• much wifdom :— His boundleli ambition hur- 
" ried him into extravagant and roniantic pro«» 
^^ je£ts \ making him afpire to things greatly be« 
^^ yond the reach of bis abilities. L^ft to. all 
" fenfe of virtue and religion, he feared neither 
" the Gods nor men. His luft for power was io 
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^f bpuodlefs, that he wa3 ready to wade through 
'* murder and treafon tq obtain it." What a 
mirror is here, Catiline, in which you may fee 
an exa£b portrait of jourfelf i Not one lineannent^ 
trace, or fhade is to be found in it different fronn 
your own. Whether I confider your family^ your 
abilities, and their fitnefs for intrigue, your paf* 
fions, your poverty, your profligatenefs, your 
vices, your irrcligion, your love of wickednefi?^ 
and your luft for lawlefs power, in order to gra- 
tify your lawlefs defires, it is an exa^t refcmblancq? 
of Catiline the Second. ' , 

L, Catiline had alfo, like you, his principal 
%eroes and leaders in his cbnfpiracy, Xhey were 
to be fecn ** in every public department j in the 
^^ Senate, and in the Comitia s and numbers of 
'^ leffer villains among the populace, down to 
*^ the gladiator and the flave/' Have you not 
Jikewife your fadlious and fcditious coadjutors in 
both Houfes of P— ^~t, ftridly purfuing your 
plans, and boldly pufhing forward your execrable 
dcfigns ? Are not the inftruments of your fcdi- 
lion in the arnxy, the navy, anwng the clergy, 

and even at the bar i Have you not a H 1 

^ a B~y,.in the army, a H— e and a K— c 
-in the navy, a P— — e among the divines, and a 
3D--^ at the Bar, with many others in thofe feveral 
4epartrt>ents.?- Have you not a P— c and a 
• ■ --■ " H_T. 
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H— — y, with hundreds of others of the fame 
rank in life, who have been long inceflantly en- 
gaged in deluding the ignorant, and diffufing, 
by their publications, the pbifon of your fedition 
among thet people ?— Have you not a numerous 
band of loiy mifcreants, from a Tmple. and a 
Smithy down through all degrees of journeymen 
trad^fmen^- to the tinker, cobler, and chimney- 
Tweeper, ready to execute your dark purpofes ? 
Tell me, Catiline, whether your fellow-citizens; 
have not lately feen thefe deluded wretches, in^, 
iftigatcd by your faftion, exerting their utmoft 
endeavours to put to de^th the moji virtuous of 
your felloW'fubjeSs^ and with torches in their hands^ 
to lay the cities of London and Wefiminjter in 
ajhes? 

If your faftion refembles that of Rome in the 
number and different ranks of confpirators, the 
(imilitude is no lefs glaring between the charac- 
ters of their principal leaders. For had the be* 
roes of the .two faftions been begot by the fame 
parents, educated in the fame fchool, trained in the 
fame habits of vice and criminal diflipation, and 
daily ledurcd with the fame leffons of fedition, 
their refpe6tive likenefTes in their paiEons and 
principles could not be more ftrong« 

In the Senate, the firft and principal cpnfpi* 
tator, on whom L, Catiline moft relied, was Caius 

CetbeguSf 
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CethgUif defcended from the Cornelian family i 
'z Koblcman to whom, in cafe of fuccefs, the 
moft bloody and dcfpcratc part of the plot was to 
have been committed. — *' His temper was fierce, 
«* impetuous, implacable, and daring even to an 
" excefs of fury. His ambition was boundlefs j 
*' and by that ambition, and his intrigues, he 
** afcended to the firft offices in the State, and 
«* acquired confiderable influence, for a time, 
" in its public councils 5 but his ' intrigues 
<* and audacious infolence of office foon brought 
** him into difgrace, and be was degraded as 
«' a Nobleman unworthy of public trufl:.** 
Can any perfon, who knows the charafter, the 
paflions, and temper of your noble Gallic Uncle^ 
*''the illuftrious advocate and patron'* of rebel- 
lion, be one moment at a lofs in finding ano- 
ther Ctf/i&^^«i ? Whoever will look into the public 
charafter of this Nobleman, will find that he has 
rofc into the firft offices of the State by his in- 
trigues: — That he has been juftly degraded by 

his Sovereign for his over-ruling infolencc i 

That he is fierce, impetuous, and implacable in his 
temper; and never yet forgave what the info- 
lehce of his pride taught him to believe was an 
injury, or even fo much as an inadvertent ncg- 
left. That uncle is the only Nobleman in the 
kingdom, who has had the impudence, in the 
public Senate, to treat Majesty itself with 
infufty znd whofe ambition alpires after notBing 

Jhori 
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itfelf: - 

In the charafter of the Earl of * 'j youih 
fellow-citizens h^ve the exad delineations of that 
'oF Puhlius Autronius. With an imnienfc eftate in 
his pofleffion, he cannot, or will not, pay his juft 
debt, even to a worthy perfon of his own family to 
whom It has been long fince mortgaged } the noble 
Earl intends tQ avail himfelf of the privilege of hi$ 
nobility. He is ^^ artful^ doquent^ firewdj fsnfihle^ 
/* injidiaus^ andfalfe.** Nor has he hefitated, with 
unparalleled folly, to affert to the face of his fove- 
reiga an undifguifed falfehood, in which he was 
inftantly detected. And yet, I know, Catiline, with 
all thefe vices, he is not fo deep in your confpiracy 
^s you could wiih^ He has a latent fpaik uniex* 
tinguiihed^ of aa attachment to the fafety of his 
xountry. He defires not the final deftruflion of 
its honour and independence, however far his 
ambition might lead him, to acquire the emolu- 
ments of ofEce. And therefore, he occajknally fees 
through your perfidious defigns, of giving inde-- 
fendfnce to the QolonieSt 

In the chara£ter of the Marquis of • * *, 
you have that of Puhlius Cornelius Lentuhsi 
•* He was a Nobleman of the Patrician branch 
** of the- Cornelian family— w^^it, vain^ and 
*^ ambithusu He had been in the Senate, and 
8 «^ pro- 
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^ prqmo^ xq tkt ConfuKbip ibme yc»$ before 
^' the confpiracy, but was afterwards degradjbd bf 
^* the Cenfors for his mifconduft. His moderate 
'^ abilities, his ^afijty H|id foUyled him to hdpC| 
fV thit in ihe chaqgc of public ^£urs» or ^(befub^ 
^« yiwfi^n.Qf the GovetoWfcnt, he might rife to the 
f* highcft honours/' 

It is impoflible 1:0 give 4 true defcription 
of the abandoned ^intus Curius, wh(^ fican^ 
daloud debaucheries ijq ^riyate life, dnd infamous 
conduct in pub}ic> kiitw no parallel in his tiaie^ 
without holding out a mirror, which will fiiew 
IJie ekaifi: refembUnce of your coUrague, th^ 
infmnmu traduar ^f bii JCh^, ^nd ^iafpbimir^ Mf 
Cod. In this man's countcii;moe may be feen per^ 
fidious:iadultery, black treafon, andprofiine blaf^^- 
phettxy, trampling on. virtue, loyalty^ and reiiir 
gion*>-^L3Le QuintusiCurius,^ ^^ <le^)erately wick> 
f^ ed he is, yet has not more boldnefs tbaa levi^.f 
*« for whafievcr k^ bears hi Hfckfa \ he cannot 
'^ corrceal iven fns wm€rmc5\ in a word, he cqa- 
^'•fiders ppither wA/^ ^^ ryjppjr, or wffat be dw*^ 
He has been expelled tbe>^fmU^ n^t indeed by 
the Cenfors, as ^intus Curius was, but by 
tlie-^ voic^. of the^SeaajEc ixi^i^ fof hif f^n^pius 
crim4U \ • ; V : . ' 

' Such are the charafters^f fomcxxf theleadei* 

pf.ypur fkaion^^ .'X^i &fn ."^^ .^^1?:^^^^^^ 
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fiift)ugRout, would be an endlefs taik. Enough 
has been faid to prove of what ftamp you arc, 
and how far the rights of a free people are to be 
trufted in fuch hands. I will therefore only add, 
that the reft of your fa<9:ion, like thofe of the Ro- 
man traitor, are " all of the fancie ftanfip and cha- 
*' rafter, men whom difappointments^ ruined for^- 
*• tunes^ and fagitioks lives, have prepared for any 
•* dejgn againfi the State ; and whofe hopes of eafe 
•* and advancement depend on a change in puhlic 
^ affairs^ and the fubverfion of the Government'^ 

The timicsi and the Dramatis Perfonae of youf 
intended Tragedy^ Jbcaring fo ftrong a rcfem- 
blance to thofe of your prcdeceflbr, it is natural 
to conclude, that we fhall find, on further en- 
tjuiry, that your meafures and ultimate defigns 
were, nearly the fame. As to your meafures, ybq 
and your faftion have trod ftep by ft^p in. the 
track of the Roman cohfpirators, fo far as they 
•were permitted to go. But having fome particu- 
lar advantages, your procefs has been kfs diffi- 
cult, and your progrcfs greater. iTou have de- 
luded your incautious fellow-citizens with more 
cafe and in greater numbers than your predecef- 
for did 5 and your faftion have proceeded to the 
adtual conflagration of a part of the cities of Lon-» 
don and Wcftminftcr. L. Catiline could derive 
no advantage from that fource of dclufion, pub- 
lic fraud and fedition, the licentioufnefs of the 
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^ip. Yet he found means by hb arts and fait 
pretences, his runners and his agents, to diflenii- 
nate his fedition through the Roman territories* 
Thefe formed his cabals, received his intelligence 
of the ftate of affairs at Rome, and of his intended 
intrigues, and diffufcd the poifon of his trcafon in 
the diftant parts of the Commonwealth. He held 
at Rome, under the nofes of the Senate, the 
Confuls and Praetors, nodlurnal meetings with 
his affociates, while his agents held them not only 
ia the immediate territory of Rome, but in the 
remote Colonies, Hence, a partial, though a 
dangerous, difcontent and fedition took place 
throughout the Roman empire, at a time when 
the people had loft the virtue of their anceftors, 
and had arrived at that degree of licentio.ufnefs 
which was incompatible with thefreedpm and juft 
rights of civil liberty. . , 

You, indeed, and your fa(5lion, have poffeffed 
an advantage which your predpceffor had n6t# 
The lib.erty of the prefs, degenerated into licen*- 
tioufnefs, has given you that advantage* Befides 
your runners, your eftablilhed agents, your law- 
lefs and feditious committees and affociations, 
your conventions and congrefles, in every part of 
the empire, you have a number of prefTes at your 
command, and in your pay. You have a hoft of 
republican and defperate fcribblers, from P-— e and 
H — y down to the common Garretteer. And 

you 
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you have even thofe republican dcfamers of their 
Sovereign' and the fervants of the Public, thofe 
Stink'Bingzims and Skunks * of fedition, the Au- 
thors of the L n C— t, and G — -I 

A r, in your laudable fervice. By fuch dc** 

ipcrate inftrunients as thefe, you have prevailed 
on many of your innocent and virtu6u3 fellow- 
citizens, to become th-e accomplices of yourtrca- 
^Vi. Thefe unhappy deluded men, with a hoft 
of republican enthufiaftic wretches, you have en* 
lifted in your traitorous dcfigns againft that Qo^ 
vernment, which alone can fecure them in the 
polfeffion of their civil rights. You have madf 
them rebels, and traitors; traitors, not only to 
their Sovereign, but to their own fafnty ani baf- 
^nefs. 

^ The S^nh'Bingzim is aYi animal rery fair to behold, of 
ftbont Hit iize of an hare, which infeih the country n^ar the 
Cape of Good Hope. When it finds itfelf clofely purfued, or 
is inclined to annoy any other animal y it lets fly from behind a 
hlaft of ^indy of fuch a Stygian /cent^ that no living creature 
that has a nofe is able to endure it. If hunted, (he dogs are 
Smjocidiately thrown out by the horrible fiiiell> andthehuntfr 
;nen are obliged to retire as faft as they can ; or the animaji 
which it n^eans to offend is glad of an opportunity of flying, 
while the delicate creature remains fecure lender *the protecr 
tjon of its o^nfartid aimo/phere. The Skunk is an animal of 
the CsLtRtfiur external appearance , and of Jimilar internal qua* 
lities^ common in feveral parts of America. The chief dif- 
ference between them is, that the former does execution 
J)v its ^indy and the latter by its iMater. Scriblerus. 

\a % You 
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You haye done all this, und^r thp fame 
difguifej ziid fair pretences^ which L. Catilinp 
made ufe of in deluding the Roman people to 
form his band of confpirators againft the Govern- 
menf and lij^erties of Rome : he and his confede- 
rates, like you and your aflTociates, *' aQume4 
f^ the cliarafters of Patriots, and covered their 
5^ fccrct and wicked defign under their clamours for 
** JJl?erty\^ although they intended to ufurp a 
diefpotic power over the lives and eftatps of theif 
fellow-pitizens. *r The caufp of the poor, .they de- 
f ^ clar^, was their caufe \^ because the poor^ when 
deceived^ were neceffary to their deteftahle defigns ; ^<f 
in their hearts they hated the pqor. '* They comV 
<^ plained of the national poverty and diftrcfs/* 
when the national refources were greater thati they 
had ever been from the foundation of the city. They 
perfuaded the people, ^^ that the powers and 
*^ emoluments of Government were engroffed by 
*5 a/fze;," in order to induce all to hope for a parti-^ 
apation^ when they knew it was impofftble. They 
declared, ^^ that the worthy and the brave were 
*^ excluded from public offices and emoluments,'* 
iecaufe they tbemf elves ^ the-moft abandoned atidpra* 
Higate of men^ were not admitted t^ participate in 
them. The officers of Qoverpment, \vhofe lives 
and eftates depended on the prefervation of its 
civil conftitution, *^ they reprefented as tyrants^j 
*^ unworthy of public truft; as men who in- 
♦' tended the dertruftion of th^ freedom of that 
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H Gpvernmwt,*' Wi&iVi& it was their intereft^ fn4 
fh intereft of their foJieVity^ to maintain. ^' They 
** abufcd in their cabals their faithful Consui,, 
« and every worthy Magiftrate" who they thought 
^otffd oppofe their horrid dejign. This they did not 
d^rp to do in tlje Sei^ate, as your fadion has 
done : the Sons of Rome w^re not so degei^ 

.^ERATE AS TO SUFFER IT^ 

All thefe meafures being takpH;, and the plot, 
.^s it was thought) brought to its niaturity;^ L« 
Catiline, ^n .order tq *^ bind thp conlpirators 
.** mofc firmly tq each qther, caufed a bowl of 
f* wine, mixed with human bloody to be handed 
.5f round from one to another, after the man- 
^' ncr of their folemn facrifices. Of this all the 
f^ confpirators participated/* This you have 
pot done: not becaufe the precedent was top 
horrible for your mind, but becaufe not confiftent 
with the religion of your country — and therefore 
,you feared it would not be binding on your con- 
federates. But you have fubftituted in its room 
wh^t is tantamount to ♦ it in wickpdnefs and vil* 
lainy, and more efFeftual^ Yqu have confidered 
.their enthufiafm, as well as their republican Ipi- 
yit, and h^ye fenfibly adapted your mcafures to 
.their principle^* And therefore you have rccom- 
. mended to, your fellow-confpirators in America^ 
to enter into a folemn league and covenant ^ by oath^ 
im^rticating the vengeance of Omnipotence if they 
^ " 8 ' Jfould 
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Jhvuld hreak it, to make " an united, folemni 
^* fuUch, and invincible, ftand'* againft your and 
their country. 

The covenant of union being thus folemnly 
made, it was refolved ^' that Lucius Catiline 
*« fhould put himfelf at the head of the difaffeft-. 
^' ed and faftious part of the troops— that Rome 
*f fliould be fired, in many places at once, and a 
** maffacre begun at the fame time — that in the 
*^ confternation of the fire and maffacre, he 
. *' ftiould be ready with his army to take the be- 
«' nefit of the public confufion, and make him^ 
*' felf mafter of the city/' I cannot fuppofe that 
you, Catiline, was to take the cooimand of the 
military part of your faftion, who Ihould at the 
proper time revolt frqm their Sovereign-^ You 
have no military genius. But you have an Uncle 
deep in your treafon, befides many other military 
ponfederates more proper for thatfervice, who was 
probably to have takep that command. The cities 
of London and Weftminfter were to have been, 
;and adlually were, fired in many places at 6ncc, 
Maffacres of the public fcrvants were fought 
for, and attempted — and would have been com- 
mitted, had not meafures been taken to prevent 
it. The furies of that faftion, which your iedi'!> 
tious cabals had railed and united, were let loole. 
The gaols were opened, and all the felons dif- 
. f harged-^many private houfes, and even the 

public 
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public buildings, were laid in . aflies ; while the 
innocent ahd virtuous part of your fellow-citi- 
zens flood aghaft at the threatened defolafion and 
ruin, helplefs and hopelefs, not knowing where 
to look for relief from dangers fo immediate, and 
of fuch mighty magnitude. Thus the plot* of 
your faftion was, from Friday to Wednefday, 
daily ripening into that confufion which would 
have enabled them to make themfelves matters 
of the city, to put to death the guardians of the 
public yicii, and fp have Jeized into their own 
bands the powers of the State. Had this beer^ 
done^ lawlefs profcriptions, and cruel maffacres 
of the rich and innocent citizens would have fuc- 
ceedcd of courfe. But your Sovereign, ^ith a 
fecrecy which proved the wifdom of his coandls^ and 
a caution which ' difcovered his exalted humanity, 
fttpped fottb^ and faved the two capital cities of the 
empire from deftruSlion, and the liberties of his 

VtOVLt FROM THE TYRANNV OF YOUR FACTION. 

CICERO* 
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LETTER yiL 

^ Sed at vidis tais commoreare, at tegam poenas pertimiA 
** cas, at texnporibus reipublics concedas, non eft poftulan-- 
•• dum. Ncqac cnim is es, Catilina, ut te aut pudor a tor- 
'' pitadine^ aut inetus a periculo^ aut ratio a furore revo- 
*• carit/* Cicero in Catilikam. 

But there was no hope that Catiline would ever be induced 
to yield to the occafiotts e/thr State, or moved with z/en/e of 
his crimes., or reclaimed hy Jbame, or fear, or reafom, from his 
madnefs and treafon. 

Cicero's Orations againfl Catilikit^ 

IN what mighty mifchiefs, Catiline, have not 
your treafonable praftices involved your coun- 
try ? To give a faithful hiftory of your cabals in 
Britain, in Ireland, in France and America— to 
trace in detail the variety of your political ma- 
noeuvres — to mark out the verfatility. of your fc- 
vcral plots, and to paint the hideoufnefs of your 
black defigos againfl: your country, would employ 
more time than I have to fpare.— Although I 
know them well, and all the fafts are before me, 
yet it is not my prefent defign to undertake fo 
tedious a tafk. It will anfwer befl: my honeft 
purpofe— my defire to refcue Britons from the 
threatened danger, to mark the great outlines of 
thofe pr^ftices which have hitherto proved fo pro- 
pitious to your defigns, and ruinous to your coun* 
try. In doing this, I fhall trace your faction from 

. its 



its formation, marking its progrefs tip to the 
fummit of its gloijs the 0f^agration of the Cities 
. fif London md IVefiminfier. 1 ftiall relate fafts that 
cannot deceive, truths fp notorious, that they 
cannot be denied^ 

In the year 1764, unanimity prevailed in the 
•Councils of the State, refpeding fV^ r/f/&/ to tax 
' America i and the jujiice of the nteafure. The 
bill commonly called the Stamp A3 paflcd 
without one diflenting voice. It pafled with the 
concurrence of every leader of your prefent fac- 
tion then in Parliament, For your audacious 
defigns were not then concerted, nor your fae^ 
tion fornaed. But, as foon as they found a law- 
liefs refiftanjce i^rifing in America to the execution 
of that Aft, they inftantly united into a feditjoys 
confederacy againft Government^ They began 
with oppofmg that very nneafure which they had 
by their aflents pronounced rightfyl and juft. 
They invited and feduced the American mer- 
chants in every part of the Jcingdom, contrary 
to their own, and tlie real intereft of their coun- 
try,' to petition againft it. They encouraged the 
fadbion in America, by innumerable letters, to 
perfevere in their treafon ; nor did they ceafe from 
their intrigues, until they had compelled the 
Councils of the State to repeal the aft. By this 
meafure they intentionally laid the foundation of 
futojjrc infuyreftions and r^fiftancc fo the fupreme 

M authority 



.authority oftheir country j co that very authority 
wbicH they were bmnd iy $aiif to frtftrva. 

• When the bill commonly called the Tea AH 
paffcd, they infidioufly made little or no objec- 
tion. But 03 foon as they knew that the Americans 
were forming an oppofifion againft this Aft, they 
Jnftantly united in fupport of them, and all tjieir 
.joint powers were exerted to procure its total r>- 
[peaL FailiQg in this mcafure^ they advifed the 
Americans not to import teas from Great Britain, 
and either to fmuggle them, or not to confunve 
them, in order to prevent their contributing the 
duty towards the relief of tbeir felkw-fubjeSs m 
,Britain^^ 

Again difappointed in feeing th^ the Ameri- 
can Aflemblies were content under a partial re- 
peal of the aft, and that the American merchant 
would import Britilh teas, notwithftanding their 
infidious adviice to the contrary, they remained 
^quiet for a time, but. inceffantly watching for 
another opportunity of clamouring agaiAli, and 
traducing the meafures of GQverm^nt. 

When the bill pafledj enabling the Raft Indis^ 
Company to export and fell ?heir tea? in Ame- 
rica (an Aft in every refpeft greatly beneficiai to 
'_ the Colonifts, as well as to the In4ia Company), 
the faftion advifed their qpnfederates at Bofton, 
\not to fu£Fer them to be landed. And when they 
were riotoufly deftroyed, /% Qpen^ vindicated 

ibem^fw^^ 

Wh?n 
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\ Wheii the Parliament was abont to pafi the 
bill to compel the corporation of Befton tado ari 
ad of the moft evident juftice, and to pay for fhc 
damage fuftained by the India Company, ihey^ 
Jfrenuaujfy uppoftd it. 

But failing \n . their pppbfitionji and perceiving 
that the fervants of the t^ublic were determined 
to proceed with firmnefs in fupprefling the riling 
fedition, and fupporting the conftitutional autho- 
rity of the State, they laid the ptan of Jmerican 
refiftance. They advifed their feditious confede- 
rates in the Colonies^ to break off all commerce 
with the Parent State, and to unite in a *' folemn 
" league and covenant, on oath,'* to make a 
'^ folemn, fullcn, and invincible ftand'* againfl: 
that authority, which, by thtir ^aths of allegi*- 
ance, they were buund to tpcercife and fufpwt^ 

When they had thus advifed and created * a 
treafonable oppofiti^n to the fupreme authority 
^ their couhtryt a prindpal leader* in their 

junto 

• This Nobleman^ once the friend of his Sovereign, the 
fetherof his Coontrjr, the boaft of BrxtOftt» and the ornament 
of the a^, fufoed his pride and ambition to ccmqaer his rea^ \ 
fon and patriotifm. He joined the faction againfl the intereft 
0f that people^ whofe reputation he had raifed to the fummit 
of glory. In this ftate of delufion, he warmly efpoufed the 
eaniie of rebellion againft the fnpreme atrthority of the State ; 
a&d 4id not Uiifli when he declared, that he *• rejoiced 

H% '' that 
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jimto did not hcfitate to declare in the SenCttfj 
that he " rejoiced that America bad refijied.'' 

Before this time you Catiline had revolted^ 
from your Sovereign, and took a leading part 
with the faftion in oppofing his meafures* 
And now — fearing the " ftand," thus adyifed, 
ftiould not prove, as you wiflied, *^ invincible j'* 
and knowing that to fupprefs the rifing fedition, 
would be to deftroy the foundation and fource of 
your intrigues, you oppofed fending troop to 
America, 

^ that America Bad refitted.'* Buf, utilike the generality of 
his affoclatesy he had either fixed bounds to his ambition ; or 
his confcience /mote him for the mifchiefs in which his novel 
principles and feditious harangues had involved the public 
fifety. Therefore, convinced of his error, inflead of con- 
tinuing to approve of the American refinance, in bis dying 
fpeech he condemned, and declared that ** he rejoiced, that 
*• he was yet alive to give his vote againft fo impolitic, fo in- 
** glorious a meafuro, as the acknowledgment of the inde- 
*^ pendency of Anierica ; that he would rather be in his grave, 
*^ than fet the luftrc of the Britifh throne tamfftied, the dig- 
'* nity of the Britifh em|iire difglaced, the glory of th^ 
*< nation funk to fuch a degree asf it mufl be, ^ben the defen- 
* * dency of America on tbe /o<vereignty of Great Britain nvas 
«< foregone.'^ — The Noble Karl declared further, " that he 
*^ was exceeding ill y but as long as he could crawl down toil 
*' the Houfe, and had ftfength to raife himfe^lf oa his crutches,^ 
*' Of to lift his hand, he would vote againil giving up th« de-*. 
** pendency of America on the fovereignty of Great Britain p 
** and if no other Lord was of opinion with him, he would 
** fingly protefl againfl the meafure." Thus Heaiven in its, 
Unerring wifdom refolved^ that he ^onld/eal that truth which,. 
he had wantonly violated, <witb btj death. 

8 Here 
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^ Here again uhfucxdkftil, iyyour arts ymt 
procured the comnuuid of tbbfe very troops, and 
of the navy which Attended thcm^for /w^ afyovit 
fadlion, who were*** avcrf? to the mcafures'* 
they had infidiotifly undertaken to execute, arid 
who you knew would co-operate in your defigns. 
One of this par mbilefratrum had held his fecret 
cabals with the rebel agent Dr. Franklin i and' 
the other had promifcd his Conftkuents, firfi-y 
that he would not ** accept the command /* 
and aftefwards, when he had violated his pro- 
Hiife, declared to his conftituents by words of the 
ftrongeft implication, that be would notjupfriefs the- 
rtbeUion. • 

Having thus inGdioufly over-reached the Coun-. 
eils of the State, and laid a broad foundation of 
your future meafures, you conceived you had every 
thing in your power which was neceffary to your 
final fuccefs. Your faftion wrote many letters to 
men in America, whom you. thought of influence 
in that country, and fit inftruments of your trea- 
fon. With thefe you have ever fince regularly cor- 
refponded j conftantly blowing the coals of fedi- 
^ion, and exerting every nerve to prevent either 
an accommodation of the difpute^ or the fupprejfwn of, 

the rebellion. 

* 

. You refolved, in your fccret cabals, that the 
American war was " unjufl; and cruel;" and you 

even 



fven have rqpeateAly declared it fo in thfr g^eaf 
Council of the natioii. You further refolved/ 
that the terminajsofi of the rebeUion wariiKdnr- 
patible with your defigos^ and therefore /> Jbould 
noi h fupfr^ed. In ftrift con&rmity to thefe 
refolves> ymy^iirfduts^ and your numerous agents 
in Britain^ France^ and Jmericgy a£ied in direft 
pppofition to^meafures purfued forreduciiig 
ike rebellion^ And although your General and 
Admiral undertook the war with a focce vaftly 
iuperior to that which they had tt> oppofe». twa 
years. were infamoufly wafted in ihameful indb'v 
knee; battles were foyght> and the enemy de« 
featedj but never purfued; and the moft obvi- 
ous advantages of vidtories negligently loft. A 
province was conquered, and afterwards infe- 
moufly given up to 3000 men, when there were- 
near 40,000 to defend it. A Britifli army, of 
near 40,000 veterans, was belieged, haraflfed, 
^ddiftreflfed at New York, from December tO: 
June, by 4000 undifcipiined troc^ : and in the 
year following, anpther of near ao,ooo, at Phila- 
delphia, during the fame leiligth of time> by lefs 
than 4000 men, who were daily periftiing, either 
by famine or difcafe, and without the ncceflary: 
horfea to reniove their baggage or cannon ^ 
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* See the Letter from a Committee to the Congrefs, ia 
the Ap^eodix to A Reply to Iieut.'Gen. Sir William Howe, 
&c. puUiOied b7 G. Wilide. 

-- And 
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And although, during th-e fame time, fmir 
Mcbic Admiral h^ npi: lefs than.|o fhip& of war 
(a force tenfold greater than that of the rebels, 
and more than fufficjcnt to feize xand dcftroy the 
whole of the rebel navy, with 41 the trade, in 
their defenceleis ports, in ^ few months), ydt no 
< one radoMl ftep-was taken to efkGt thofe import-^ 
\3u4t putpofes; but on the contrary, white the 
^ateifig naval armament under his coiiimaitd 
was for the moft part lying yfelefe in the harbour 
of New York, he fuffered the rebels, whom he 
was fent to fubdue, to cany on frcxn their ports 
an open trade ^ to import all the neceflaries of 
war, of which at that time they were in a manner 
l^eftitutes and even to fei^ the military and naval 
ftorcs, which were fent from Britain for the Britifli 
^rvice*. A^d although, notwirhftanding ^1 
this truly fkameful condu£t, the feeble effbrtis of 
rebellion had been fo reduced ^ to ^^ intimidate 
^« its leaders, and nearly induce thcnft to a general 
<* fubmifBon f ;'• yet the Northern Army, eon- 
trary to the politive orders of your Sovereign, was 
defertdcj :{, and left to be captured'^ a war wit k 
' fr^ce was hfoi^hf o^ yeur 4:oiimtry % tie Jpirit vf 

• See a Letter to the Ri|;h^ Ifcmoorablc liOrd Yifcottnt 

Jfowc, ijfc, fuf0m. 

f Sir William Howe's Narrative and Obfcnratioosi p^4i* 
J. See Letter from Lord George Germaine, dated the 3d 

March 1777 j and A Reply to ticot Gen. Sir William Howe, 

rehellm 
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'Tebsllipn fuffered to revive-, /md.yxmlUons of the 
' natimai treafure. mofi wickedly and mantonly wafted. 

Nor did yq^ir fecret intrigues. ftop here. Ha- 
ving thus involved your country Ja z war with 
Frjince, and perceiving th^t the vigilance of your 
Sovereign was: j5rcpaced to meet her naval force, 
by a fleet greatly fuf trior ^ yau: again infidioufly 
procured the command for your relation^ the L«- 
Jbufe AdrriiraU a zealot of your fadion^ and deep 
in its fedition. That man, commanding this fu- 
pcrior force, met the enemy under every advan- 
tage of wind and fea.in his favours but, agreeably 
to your preconcerted plan, which was, that no 
fuccefs fiould attend either the naval or military ex^ 
ertions of your country 9 while the prefent fervants of 
ibe Crown fhould bcfld their officts to the exclufion of 
yourfelf and your adherents \ when Heaven had 
• placed vidory before him, and when the laurels of 
glory remained 04ily to be plucked, he moft fliamc- 
fully and moft treacheroufly fuffered that viftory^ 
and thofe laurels, to efcape from his hands*; ami 
that too, under the moft ridiculous and inglo- 
rious pretences that ever difgraced the name of 
any naval commander. He was, it feems, afraid 
eii a lee-fhorti although that fhore was not within 
ninety miles of the fcene of aftion. And he would 
not fight, his enemy, though drawn up \i% a line 

^ See the Poftfcript to this Letter, 
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oF battle, challenging him to the combat, be- 
caufe he would run the rifque o{ feeing him the 
next day,, and heating bim bahdfomely. With what 
indignant contempt would a Blake, a Hawke, 
or a Rodney, look down upon fuch paltry apo- 
logies /jr cowardice and treachery !. And thus, the^ 
honour of your Sovereign^ the naval force of Britain^ 
and the inter eji of your country^ fell afdtrifice again 
to your intrigues. \ ' /^ . 

Having thus involved the Councils o/ the 
State in almofl: infuperable difficulties, and com- 
jJelled them to offer the moft liberal terms of 
accomViodation to the rebels — terms by which the 
moft effential prerogatives of the Crown, and the 
moft important rights of Parliament, ^puld have 
been facrificed, had they been acciepted j yet, 
not having obtained your ends, and, fpl-iefeeing 
that an accommodation between the two»coun- 
tries would ruin your traitorous projeft, you kd- 
vifed the Congrefs to treat thofe terms with con- 
tempt, and told the Americans, if they woi^ld re- 
jeft them, that they would fo6n obtaio, by your 
aids, their wifhed-for independence. They followed 
your adyice, as they had don« before in.re^^edt 
to the firft conciliatory fropofitions. . And thus you 
fruftrated the meafures of yopr Sovereign, and. 
prevented any negociation between the two coun- 
tries from taking place* '.*..' 

N With- 
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With much art and induftry you brought all 
thcfc difEculties upon the Councils of the State^ 
and thcfe misfortunes on your country, with no 
other defijgn than to diftrcfs, and render odipus 
in the.eyes of the people/ an Adaiiniftratipn whofe 
jneafures, right or wrong, you have unifprinly op- 
pofed, and whofe offices you wiihed to obtain* 
6ut failing in your 4^fign^ you recalled ypur 
General and Adoiiral, with their nunicirdus fa- 
vourites and dependants. With thcfe you at- 
tempted to deceive the public Councils, and the 
people at large, in the following, important par-^ 
ticulars : ift, " That America was impra.Sicablc 
*^ in refped to military operations, adly, Th^t 
** the Coloniftswere univerfally difaffeft'ed.to the 
*^ Britifli Government, And,3dly, That it was 
*f impoffible^p reduce the^ rebellion with the Joi- 
«« menfe force which had, been feht oyer for that 
V purpofe," Thefe ppfitions, you and ypur fac- 
tion knew to ht palpahle lintrutbs, and ibfi. m^. 
mcked of all public impojitions. . 

Had ydu fiicceeded in this national deception, 
you forcfaw that all the odium and public deteft- 
ation of the authors of thofe cnoripotis mi^or- 
tunes, which your cabals - had brought on your 
counti*y, would have been transferred /r^Mij'^n to 
iheprefent Mnifiry. And' in that cafe, you ex- 
pected that your Sovereign would have been comr 
pelled, by the public clamours, to give way to 
your intrigues, and to deliver up the rtghtSy liber- 
ties^ 
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//Vj, aiidfafety of bis crowns and of bis people^ into 
ydar bands ; arid upon your failing in this mea- 
Itire, your next resolution was, to impeach the 
ferv'ants of the Crown of higH treafon, and fo fa^ 
crifice their lives to your lawtefs ambition. But the 
American Miniftei", not fo much deceived by 
your General's and Admiral's artful letters and 
mifreprefentations, as you expedled, perfeftly'ac* 
iquainted with the real ftate of Americaj^ and con* 
fciolis of the reftitude, prafticabillty, and ne^ 
ceffity of tlie meafores which had been adopted, 
met with undaunted firmnefs your infidious at- 
tempt, and defeated it. 

Thus again dlfappointed, when you thought 
yoti had arrived at the goal of ybur wiflies, cha- 
grinc fucceedcd to difappointlnent. All hope of 
obtaining the' powers and wealth of the State, by 
fccret intrigues and public deception, without open 
violence^ was loft. Open 'Uiotenie was therefore re- 
•folved on. For finding that neither the Ameri- 
can rebellion, the lofs of the Northern. Army, the 
treachery of the two Brothers^ added to that of 
your relation the Lei-Jhore Admiral \ the war with 
France and Spain, the millions which had been 
wantonly and treacheroufly wafted, with the mil- 
lions which will be n^ceflary to recover the nation 
from thofe misfortunes, could lower into defpond- 
cncy the fpirit of Britons, nor compel the virtue 
of your Sovereign to remove his faithful fervants, 
N % and" 
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and to receive your faftipn jn their places i-rrl lay, 
not only perceiving all this, but that the Ipirit of 
your country, and tjie virtue pf your Sovereign, 
were rifing into union, and determined with firnir 
nefs to oppofe tbeir dotnejlic as well ^s foreign enc^ 
mies J your fa6tion refolvcd, in ftrift inqitation of 
your great mailer Lucius Catiline^ to wade through 
confiagrations and maffacres^ public confufton and dif- 
trefs^ to the objedsof your avarice and ambition | 
and, in order to create that publk confujion^ to 
bury, by a general conjlagration^ one of the moft 
populous. liieaUhyy and flourijbing cities, in the unir 
verfe in its own ajhes. 

What a fcene of terror and wjckcdncfs is here 
, laid before the view of your fellow-citizens ! Di4 
not your hearts, when they meditated the dcr 
flruclion of all that magnificence prpdyced by the 
art and labour of ages, aqdpf all thofe inftruftivc 
curiofities which had been coUeftcd by fo much 
induftry from all parts of the globe, feelfome re-: 
ptorfe? Did not your confcicnccs, when thpy re-: 
flefted on the ruin of thofe facred domes iq which 
your anceftors had worlhipped, feelfome cqmpunc^ 
tioTfi ? Had you loft all compaflion and mercy 
for the tboufands who muft have perilh^d, and tb^ 
hundreds of tboufands whom you would hav^ re- 
duced from opulence to want, dependent on the 
cold hand of charity for their poor exiftence I 
And, above all, did not your fouls Ihudder at the 
. thought^ 
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thought,' that you had refolved on'thedcftru&ien 
of the moft. perfcft fyltefn of liberty remaining 
on earth, for no other purppfe than to gratify your 
lawlefs thir&f cr wealth and defpotic power ? No ! 
You di4 not j for your confederates aftually at- 
tempted, and partly executed, this infernal plot ! 
while the leaders of your faftion, unconcerned at 
the rapid progrefs itiade by their agents in the 
horrid mifchief, remained inaftive fpeftators* 
Your hopes hourly rofe^ as the terror and difmay 
of your innocent fellow-citizens increafed. You 
impatiently waited for the moment of univerfal 
ruin and confuJion\ a moment fo propitious to your 
execrable defigns, that you thought, when it ar- 
rived, you might ftep in and " direft the ftorm/' 
You would not fuffer yourfclves to refleft, that a 
part of the dominions of your country, contain* 
jng near 3,009,000 of your fellow-fubje&s, had 
been reduced by your arts, from the higheft ftafc 
of human freedom and felicity, ta the loweft of 
^ human tyranny and mifery. Nor would you per- 
mit yourfelves to confider, that already more 
than 100,000 of your unhappy American fellow- 
fubjefts had fallen the vidims to your ambition 
and treafon. Nor did even the lofs of thofe gal- 
lant Britons in , the military and naval ftrvice, 
who have fallen, and who mpft fall, in vindicat- 
ing the independence and fovcreignty of your 
country againfl: the rebellion you have excited, and 
|he war you had efFeded with the two Houfes of 
, 3 Bourbon„ 
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Bourbon> in the leafl: difcouragc you from your 
jiefarious defign. Rcfolvcd to gratify your dif^ 
fipation and ambition, the lives of your fellow-*- 
citi2ens were, matters of no confequencc, when 
compared with theobjefts of your wickednefs and 
treafon. 

Long, Catiline, did your prede'ccflbr and his 
faftion riot undetected in his fublic viilanies. 
I'he wealth of Rorhe;^ the diflipation and profli- 
gatenefs of the people, rendered them the ea(y 
dupes of his fair pretences and injidious arts. 
For a tim^, while thdir credulit^ was more pow- 
erful than their reafori, and all the virtuous qua- 
lities of the mind were Ifed in captivity by his 
fedudlion, they thought he was 2l friend to liberty^ 
and therefore fupported his meafures ; and while 
they imagined, by following Lucius Catiline^ they 
were purfuing their true intcreft, they embraced 
his treafon. But in that very moment, which 
relieved them from bis enchantment, as foon as 
they perceived that the ultimate wifh of his heart 
was to tury Rome in its own ajbes^ and to ufurf a der 
fpotic power over their lives and efiates^ they deferted 
him and bis faftion. They faw, like a lenfible peo- 
ple, who knew their own good, that thefe traitors, 
notwithftanding^ their long-continued prpfeffions. 
of difintereftednefs, of public virtue, love of li- 
berty, and regard for the poor^ and notwith- 
ftanding their clamorous declamations, however 

plaufible. 



glaufibk, againft the Xcryantis of the pyblic, 
ppflelled not one fpark of ppblic virtuci^ that tltQY 
detejied tbc poor^^ and^ alfborred the very nav^i (^ 
liberty y and in thpfc rare moments, wheij. tl^eir 
heads were laid on their pillows, apji their IcU 
fure permitted them tp reftedt on their wiclgedar 
nefs, they admired the virtues of the men, ^hom^ 
to gratify^ their own ambitious, defires, thty m^ 
abufedy and intended to defiroy. And I^ence the 
people of Rome were perfeftly convinced, tiui^ 
Ijucius Catiltnf and hi$ fadtion meditated the dew 
ftrudtioh of their country and its freedomi mor^i 
to dividritsfpoilSy and riot in its rum^ 

Thus at length delivered from the fafcination 
of the confpirators, rea/on, pu^blic virtue^ a fenfi of 
their owH true ipferefiy and of the nationaV bongUp 
and fafety^ took place; and the Roman pjeo* 
pie invoked the immortal gods to punijh^ ^bm^ 
Nor were they deficient in their duty to* them- 
fclves and to their country. , As the inftrume.nts 
of unerring Wifdom, they compelled ^X.* Catiline, 
and his atrocious confederates to feek/a tempo-, 
r'ary afylum in. open rebellion, wherp th^y fell, 
facrifices to the hideoufnefs of their treafon j iwid. 
their country and its liberties' ^ere delivered Jrgm^. 
utter deftruSiion. 

^' I have thus, Catiline, laid before you, the true 
ftate of your delperate ajfairs, that you inay, if 

you 
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you plcafe, avoid the fate of your prcdccelTof; 
But this I have done only in compliance with the 
will of Heaven. — I know, that ^^ neither the oc- 
** cafibns of the State, a. fenfe of your crimes, or 
•* fliamc, or' fear of purlllhrtnient, or reafon, can 
" reckim you from your madnefs and trea- 
** fon.^" — You will proceed in your inextinguilh* 
able and infatiate ambition, until all virtuous [ 

men fhall pronounce you the mqfi ahahdoned of 
fonfprdtors^ and blackeft of all traitors ; and the 
judgment of Omnipotence, when it Ihall fall hea- 
vy upon your faftion, Jhall be acknowledged to be 
juft both by heaven and earth. 

. CICERO. 

P. S. It has not been uncommon for the moft 
important truths to remain problematical for a 
time, amidft the confufion of party, and the rub- 
bifh of mifreprefentation and falfehood. The 
minds of men, which can contain and compare 
a certain number of i^eas only at once, become 
perplexed, and their judgments confounded in 
the multiplicity of contradictory pofitions. Rea- 
fon is blindly led aftray from thofe material fads 
and circumftances, in which truth is always to be 
found.' 

This was truly the cafe in refpe6t to the con- 
du6t of the two Brothers in the American war^ 
The public, for a time miflcd by their mifre- 

prefentations. 
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j^reientatioris, and the fharrielefs falfchoods and 

groundlefs clamours of a faftion, believed that 

they had difchargcd their duty to their country 

with ftddity and honour^ and that all the failures 

and ill fucccfs in that war, had fcheen owing to 

the negled or treachery of the fervants of the 

crown. But as foofi as thofe few leading fads 

Und circUnlftances th%t were neceflary to difpel 

the mifts which the faAion, with infinite induftry, 

had raifed, were candidly related, reafon affum- 

cd its throiie in the minds of the public, and up-' 

iright deeiCon univcrfally followed i infomuch that 

there is now no man in the kingdom who has 

read thern^ but is convinced, and none, who are 

not of their party, that will not confefs, that Jd^ 

fninijlration have faithfully difcharged their duty, 

and the two Br^tbfrs betrayed their country. 

In the fame problcmatijcal fufpenfe the coftduft 
of the Lee^Jhere Admifal has remained before the 
public. The fame caufes have produced the like 
doubts and contrary opinions, refpcAing his na- 
val Condudl: on the a7th of July. Truth, which 
always ftiines moft in its native fimplicity, has 
been furrounded and alnnioft totally inveloped in 
party cabals, mifrepreientations and fal/ehood§: 
whereas a few eflential fadls, which cannot de- 
ceive when fimply put together, would have re- 
lieved her from her embarrafsment, and flafhed 
conviftion on every mind which was difpofed to 
fee her in her pure and native lights 

O What 
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What then are thofe fads which will inform the 
candid enquirer, whether the Admiral difcharged 
the duty of a gallant officer and a friend to his 
country ? Was he furniflied with a force equal to 
that of the enemy he was fent to combat ? is the 
firft queftion which every man of fenfe and can* 
dour will aflc. The anfwer to this queftion is 
contained in the following authentic lift of the 
two fleets* 



A Comparifon of the Forces of the Britifb and French 
Fleets^ when they met offUfhant on the TTjtb ofjufy^ 
177S. 

For 
French line, 

Le Bretagne, 

Le Ville de Parisj 

Le Couronne, 

Le Robufte, 

L'Orient, 

Le Glorieux, 

Le Conquerant, 

Le Fendant, , 

Le Magnifique, 

Le Palmier, 

L'Intrepid, 

L'Aftif, 

Le Zodiac, 

Le Diademe, 

Le Bien Aime, 

Le Solitaire, 

Le Vengeur, 



ICES 


B (ly A t^ : - 


Guns. 


Guns. Eritifh line. 


100 


100 Viftory 


90 


90 Queen 


80 


80 Foudroyant 


74 


74 America 


74 


74 Egmont 


74 


74 Valiant 


74 


74 Courageux 


74 


74 Ramillies 


74 


74 Heftor 


74 


74- Monarqiie ' 


74 


74 Berwick 


74 


74 Eliza^beth . 


74 


74 Cumberland 


74 


74 Robuft^ 


74 


74 Centaur 


64 


64 Sterling Caftje 


64 


64 Worcefter 




- • FORClSr 
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F 


R C £ S 


E Q^U A L. 


French line. 


Guns. 


G^»j. jBri//> //»^. 


Le Reflechy, 
L'Artifien, 
L'Aclionnair> 
L'Indien, 


64 

64 
64 

64 


64 Exeter 
64 Bienfaifant 
64 Defiance 
64 Vigilant 



1542 154? 



Forces une 



Le St. Efprit, 

Le Dauphin koyal, 

L'Eveillc, 

Le Sphynx, 

Le RoUand, 

L'Amphion, 



Q^U A L. 

3o 90 Ocean 

70 90 Formidable 

64 90 Sandwich 

64 90 Prince George 

64 90 Duke 

50 74 Vengeance 

74 Shrewfbury 

392 74 Thunderer 

- — • 74 Terrible 

746 



Total guns in the Britifti Jine, •»— 2288 
Total guns in the French line, — 1934 

Difference, in favour of the Britifh — 354 



By this lift it appears that the Britifli line was 
greatly fuperior in force to that of the enemy. 
The former had tbree fhips of the line more than 

O ij the 
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the latter, (hould L'AmpHion carrying only 
50 guns be ranked oF the line; in the French 
line there were only two three deckers. In the 
Britiih feven. In the French nine of 64 guns, aii4 
(^ne of 50. And in the Britiffi^-?^ only of 64, amj 
all the others of 74 and upwards. And the Britifh 
had the fuperiority of 3^4 cannon .^—-Thefe cir-f 
qumftances alone, when candidly weighed, muft 
give to the Britifti Admiral a great fuperiority of 
force to that of his enemy. 

Every fociety^ when it confers on an QfEcei* the 
command of a force in any degree fuperior to thac 
of an enemy, expefts to have in return a defeat of 
that enemy, or fome advantage gained. Britons^ 
v/henever they have fcnt out a force only equa^ 
to that of the French^ have ever been taught to, 
expeft, from the fuperior ftrength, fteadinefs, an4 
gallantry of their men, to look for certain vidtory 
and fuccefs. And events have ever proved, their 
expeftations juft and reafonable, except wher^ 
there has been fome intervening treachery or cow^ 
ardiccj or fome very extraordinary and unfore- 
feen accident. From fuch aiupcriority of forcq 
on the 27 th of July, what ought Britons rationally 
to have expefteid ? Might they not^^Had they not 
a right ]u^\y to have lopked for a total defeat of 
their inferior cnemy^ if not a termination pf the 
war ? Was there any thing wanting in the equip- 
ment of the fleet ? Or did any thing happen out ' 
... ....... .. .. , ^^ 



ef the common courfe of naval expeditions^ 
which, when placed in oppofition to this great 
fuperionty of force, coiild reduce it to a balance 
with that of the enemy, or which ought in reafon 
to apologize for the want of fuccefs ? Nq. None 
of thefe circumftances have had an exiftence. Nor 
have any of them been produced in the Admiral'^ 
vindication. His force was well appointed ^ hi^ 
fliips were well manned; the wind and fea fa- 
voured- both hi^ man?ceuvres an4 hi§ adlion^t 
while they diftreffed thofe of his enemy, and ren* 
dered his exertions greatly embarrafled and lefs 
effeftuaL The gale was fteady 5 the ?ritifh Un^ 
wa$ to the leeward of the French, This cir^um? 
fiance alone gave the Britifh Admiral an oppor- 
tunity, by proper meafures^ te receive his enemy 
'^nwh4t mamer b€ pkafed. Befides, it placed tht 
lower batteries of the French fhips nearly even 
^ith the water, a circumftance which greatly ob* 
firuBed their ufe : while it elevated thofe of the 
Britifh, and gave them every advantage in aSiion, 
Pence it mufl be obviou$ to every perfon verfed 
in marine affairs, that the truly fuperior prowefs 
of Britifh feameti^ all the advantages that wind 
and weather could afford, and a great fupertoficy 
of naval force, placed viftory and fuccefs before 
%\\t Britifh Admiral, had he been difpofed to im- 
prove thcfe advantages. What would a Blake^ 
an Hawkb, or a Rodney, have done under the 
jike circumflances, promifing fc^ m-ueh feme to 

himfcif. 
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kimfelf, and fuch benefits to his country? Let 
the voice of truth -, let the glory of their aftions 
proclaim it in the ears of Britons. They would 
have iurnfy funk, or taken the greater part of this 
bojiili fleet. 

And yet notwithftanding all thefe aufpicious 
circumftances, alluring the Admiral to crop the' 
laurels they had placed before him, he was at- 
tacked by this inferior enemy. His fecond in 
command, with all the gallantry of a Briton^ un^ 
conneSled with faction y fuftained the heat of the bat- 
tle, occafioned by his Admiral's mjktlfid or trea^ 
iberous manmvres* 

The plan of the naval combat being difcon* 
certed, the enemy again drew up in a line of bat- 
tle, and challenged the Britilh Admiral to a fe- 
(cond adlion. He by this time was to leeward, 
and could do no more. But the Britifh Admiral 
refufed the challenge, in ofder to have an oppor- 
tunity of beating \\\m the next day handfomely^ 
What were the meafures he pqrfued to cffed: this 
purpofe ?— The very reverfe of what he would have 
done had he meant to carry it into execution. 
The French Admiral having out-niancEuyred him^ 
or excelled him in fidelity to his country, was 
,iiow to the leeward. He kept up hi$ lights during 
the whole night, and continued his courfe under 
an eafy fail, hoping; the JJritifli Admiral would 
7 d» 
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do the fame, and again try his IkilL But h\s 
hopes deceived him. The Britifh Admiral had 
no fuch defign. For alchoujgh this manceuvrc 
was the only one which would enable him to keep 
up with the enemy the next day, it was ncglcdted. 
His lights were extinguifhed at eleven o'clock at 
night, that his fleet might not be feen by that 
enemy from which he intended ignominioujly to fly.. 
And accordingly he fufFercd his fleet to fall in the 
rear of the French at day*break. And although 
they were within fight he tacked, inglorioufly fled 
from an inferior enemy^ and took refuge in Ply- 
moutb. 

Such are the important fads— fuch is the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, when 
undifguifed by the ms of defigning men.-^rUpon 
thefe fadts then let impartial Britons decide^ whe- 
ther there is not demonftration itfelf, that the Ad- 
miral intended from the Beginning to befray his 
country to the intriguer of bisfa£lion^ 

The time has been when Britons inquired who 
foughty and who did not fight. Upon thpfe cir- 
cumfl:ances only, the prowefs or the treachery of 
their fervants was decided. The Romans would 
not truft, a fecond time, even an unfortunate Ge- 
neral I'^'^Lndi a Byng was executed only for an 
error in judgment. Such has been the public 
virtue of Romans and Britons. But now difli- 

pated 
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jpated luxurious Britons have loft the virtiie aiid 
fagiicity of their anceftors, andj milled by fadioni 
know not what they do: - 

For oft accduiit of this inglorious cohdudi 
through the infamous artsof that junto^ who im- 
pudently ftile themfclvcs Patriots^ the cities of 
London and Weftminfter 'Vfcre illuminated, thd 
Admiral carxied in triumph through them, and 
the thanks of the nation, the higheft jcward of 
the virtuous and the braviy were pfoffitiitcd.to this 
betrayer of hiscotin'tryi >yhilc that gallant officer^ 
iffho fought in his country's caufe a greatly fupcrior 
force^ until his (hip was utterly difabled, has been 
falfety accufed, his public fame! infamoufly tradu- 
ce, and his houfe deftroyed by thfi-mifguided rage 
of his deluded fellow-citizens. The mbft preciotte 
gift in the power of Britons to beftow, has beeaitf 
dnfamoufly proftituted to reward the coward or the 
iraitory that the brave and the loyal will efteem it 
hereafter a dilhonout. to accept it. O iell^ it not 
within the walls of the H — e of C-'-'-^ns ! nor ever' 
let it be remembered in the Jfie of Great Britain, ^ 
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